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Inspire AGM Meeting Minutes 
The Auditorium – Mansfield Central Library,  
Weds 12/10/16 – 7pm 
 

Present: 70+ Inspire members and staff 
Apologies:  
Karl Hilton – Studio Director, Sumo Digital 
Tim Eatherington – Co Opted Director 
Pippa Hennessy – Community Elected Director 
Pauline Allan – Member  
Joanne Lane - Member 
 

 
1. Welcome 

 John Knight welcomed members to the first Inspire AGM and gave a short speech on the value and 

importance of the benefit society. 

2. Review 

 Peter Gaw presented an annual review of Inspire’s first six months (see appendix 1) and highlighted the 

many achievements and successes that have been delivered by Inspire staff and enjoyed by its 

members.  

3. Financial Update 

 Andrew Kordecki was introduced to the audience by Peter Gaw as Inspire’s new Senior Financial Officer. 

Andrew gave a brief summary of Inspire’s finances (see appendix 2). 

4. Confirmation of Board Elected Members – resolution to approve 

 Peter Gaw introduced the newly elected community and staff board members: 

Richard Gaunt 

John Hess 

Philip Jones 

Steve Powell 

 All four members are required to sign the CBS Duties and Code of Practice of Directors 

Signed by Richard Gaunt, John Hess, Philip Jones and Steve Powell 

5. AOB 

 None 

6. Poet Kate Fox 

 Peter Gaw introduced Kate Fox, Inspire’s guest poet who recited a poem specially written for the AGM 

(see appendix 3) and several of her other poems. 

 

Close of meeting – 8.15pm 
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Appendix 3 
 
Inspire comes from the words breathe in, 
as in, breathe truth or ideas into someone, 
so- here’s a chance to take in 
what that means 
since going live in April 2016 
with a mission to get people  
learning, reading and enjoying culture. 
 
Thirty thousand members 
breathing the same air, 
wanting to share 
the benefits culture can give, 
wanting more than just to exist 
but to live. 
 
The Able orchestra, 
a youth orchestra open to all, 
circulated their musical breaths  
across the country 
and in the Albert Hall 
 
Jazz men and women  
took syncopated breaths in libraries 
with Jazz Steps, 
 
The modern new library at Beeston 
will take people’s breath away 
and Keyworth and Mansfield Woodhouse 
are on the way. 
 
CLASS is community learning, 
people taking a deep breath 
and learning something new 
to keep you well and get you earning 
in 393 venues across the county, 
not to boast but that’s more  
than any other learning provider 
in the country 
 
Over fourteen thousand kids 
have taken a deep breath 
into recorders, trombones, 
flutes and before strumming a ukulele 
music lessons in schools, 
becoming part of something bigger than they are 
developing rhythm and teamwork, 
seeing themselves more clearly. 
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Nottinghamshire schools  
have partnered with the National Youth Choir 
1600 performances by kids 
in Nottingham, Manchester and London, 
sights raised by singing a different song, 
breathing in harmony, 
finding a place to belong. 
 
Southwell Poetry Festival 
saw national acts gather in a cathedral town, 
filling our lungs with summer air, 
with books to flog and words to spare, 
allowing ourselves to dream free 
with guests including Lemn Sissay and me! 
 
and Inspire staff and volunteers mustn’t ever 
take a breath 
because there’s two hundred events a week 
in the country’s libraries. 
 
The biggest summer reading challenge yet- 
over ten and a half thousand people  
reading Roald Dahl 
who also inspired an art exhibition  
in Mansfield Library’s gallery. 
 
There was a thank you party 
for the Big Friendly Giants 
and Marvellous Medicine givers 
who are Inspire’s volunteers. 
 
Nearly three million people visited the libraries this year 
1.4 million came via the net 
that’s seven times more than Notts County and Notts Forest combined! 
Clearly Inspire’s hitting the back of the net, 
 
Building up strong lungs 
as it meets its goals, 
is it too lofty to say, 
it’s good for our souls?  
 


