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Author Title Genre Further 

Information 

Pages Paperback 

Published 

  

Achebe, 

ChInua 

Things fall apart 

The story of Okonkwo, an important man in the Igbo tribe 

in the days when white men were first on the scene. 

Okonkwo becomes exiled from his tribe, as a result of his 

pride and his fears, with tragic consequences 

Literary fiction 

Modern classic 

fiction 

The most widely 

read book in 

modern African 

literature 

196 1958 Book 

Audiobook 

 

 
Adams, 

Richard 

Watership Down 

Set in the once idyllic rural landscape of the south of England, 

the book follows a band rabbits on their flight from the 

intrusion of man and the destruction of their home, as they 

head towards a mysterious promised land. 

Modern classic 

fiction 

Winner of the 

Carnegie Prize & 

Guardian Children’s 

Fiction Prize 1972 

472 1972 Book 

DVD 

E-audio(BB) 

 
Adebayo, 

Ayobami 

Stay with me 

Yejide is hoping for a miracle, for a child. It is all her husband 

wants, all her mother-in-law wants, and she has tried 

everything - arduous pilgrimages, medical consultations, 

dances with prophets, appeals to God. But when her in-laws 

insist upon a new wife, it is too much for Yejide to bear. 

Literary fiction Shortlisted for the 

Bailey’s Women’s 

Prize for Fiction 

2017 & The 

Wellcome Book 

Prize 2018 

298 2018 Book 

Audiobook 

Large Print 

Ebook(BB) 

 

Alderman, 

Naomi 

Disobedience 

An insightful take on the search for love, tolerance and faith 

in a tightly-knit Jewish community in London, 'Disobedience' 

follows the story of Ronit, who is returing to the capital on 

the occasion of the funeral of her estranged father 

Literary fiction Winner of the 

Orange Award for 

New Writers 2006 

288 2007 Book 

Audiobook 

Large Print 

DVD 

Ebook(BB) 
 

Ansell,  Neil The last wilderness: journey into silence 

Neil Ansell first visited the Rough Bounds, in the Highlands, 

decades ago when he was just 20; it was the wildest 

landscape he's ever seen, and was the beginning of years of 

travel, seeking out the world's dramatic places. Here he 

journeys to the area again, five times over the course of a 

year, exploring the nature of solitary travel and what effects 

the seasons can have on a specific place and on a person. 

Non-fiction 

Natural world 

Travel 

Shortlisted for the 

Wainwright Book 

Prize 2018 

312 2018 Book 
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Arikawa, Hiro The travelling cat chronciles 

Nana the cat is on a road trip. He is not sure where he's going 

or why, but it means he gets to sit in the front seat of a silver 

van with his beloved owner, Satoru. Side by side they cruise 

around Japan through the changing seasons, visiting old 

friends. But what is the purpose of this road trip? And why is 

everyone so interested in Nana? 

Literary fiction 

Books in 

translation 

Heartwarming 

bestseller from 

Japan 

272 2017 Book 

Audiobook 

 

 

Atwood, 

Margaret 

Blind assassin 

Laura Chase's older sister Iris, married at 18 to a politically 

prominent industrialist but now poor and 82, is living in a 

town dominated by their once-prosperous family before the 

First War. While coping with her unreliable body, Iris reflects 

on her far from exemplary life, in particular the events 

surrounding her sister's tragic death. Chief among these was 

the publication of The Blind Assassin, a novel which earned 

Laura not only notoriety but also a devoted cult following. 

Literary fiction Winner of the 

Booker Prize 2000 

656 2000 Book 

Audiobook 

E-audio(BB) 

 

Atwood, 

Margaret 

The robber bride 

Zenia is beautiful, smart and greedy, by turns manipulative 

and vulnerable, needy and ruthless; a man's dream and a 

woman''s nightmare. She is also dead. Just to make sure 

Tony, Roz andd Charis are there for the funeral. But five years 

on, as the three women share an indulgent, sisterly lunch, the 

unthinkable happens - Zenia is back... 

Literary fiction  576 1993 Book 

Audiobook 

E-audio(BB) 

 

Banville, John Mrs Osmond 

Having fled Rome and a stultifying marriage, Isabel Osmond is 

in London, brooding on the recent disclosure of her 

husband's shocking, years-long betrayal of her. What should 

she do now, and which way should she turn, in the emotional 

labyrinth where she has been trapped for so long? 

Literary fiction Sequel to Henry 

James - Portrait of 

a Lady by a Booker 

Prize winning 

author 

375 2018 Book 

 

Barker, Pat Regeneration  

Army psychiatrist William Rivers is treating shell-shocked 

soldiers  in 1917, including poets Siegfried Sassoon and 

Wilfred Owen and mute Billy Prior. Rivers's job is to make the 

men in his charge healthy enough to fight. Yet the closer he 

gets to mending his patients' minds the harder becomes 

every decision to send them back to the horrors of the front. 

Literary fiction 

World War I 

Regneration Trilogy 

Book 1 

251 1991 Book 

Audiobook 

Large Print 
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Barker, Pat The eye in the door 

It is 1918, and Prior is in London working as an intelligence 

officer. His concern is the enemy within - though a clear 

definition of who exactly the enemy is proves harder to 

come by than he might have imagined. 

Literary fiction 

World War I 

Regneration Trilogy 

Book 2. Winner of 

the Guardian 

Fiction Prize 1993 

280 1993 Book 

Audiobook 

Large Print 

 
Barker, Pat Ghost Road 

1918 and William Rivers is increasingly concerned for the 

men who have been in his care - particularly Billy Prior, who is 

about to return to combat in France with young poet Wilfred 

Owen. As Rivers tries to make sense of what, if anything, he 

has done to help these injured men, Prior and Owen await 

the final battles in a war that has decimated a generation. 

Literary fiction 

World War I 

Regneration Trilogy 

Book 3. Winner of 

the Book Perize 

1995 

277 1995 Book 

Audiobook

Large Print 

 

Barkham, 

Patrick 

Islander: a journey around our archipelago 

Britain is an archipelago made up of 2 large islands and 6,289 

smaller ones. Some resemble miniature nations, while others, 

like Ray Island in Essex, are abandoned and mysterious places 

haunted by myths, ghosts and foxes.  Barkham explores some 

of the most beautiful landscapes in Britain as he travels to 

ever-smaller islands in search of their special magic. 

Non-fiction 

Travel 

Natural world 

Shortlisted for the 

Stanford Dolman 

Travel Book of the 

Year 2018 & the 

BBC Countryfile 

Country Book of 

the Year 2018 

351 2018 Book 

Large Print 

 

Simon Barnes The meaning of birds 

From the mocking-birds of the Galapagos who guided Darwin 

toward his evolutionary theory, to the changing patterns of 

migration that alert us to the reality of contemporary climate 

change, Simon Barnes explores both the intrinsic wonder of 

what it is to be a bird - and the myriad ways in which birds 

can help us understand the meaning of life. 

Non-fiction 

Natural world 

“A sense of well-

informed wonder” 

Publishers Weekly 

341 2018 Book 

 

Barton, Fiona The child 

When a paragraph in a paper reveals a decades-old tragedy, 

most readers barely give it a glance. But for 3 strangers it's 

impossible to ignore. For one woman, it's a reminder of the 

worst thing that ever happened to her. For another, it's the 

possibility that her darkest secret is about to be discovered. 

And for a journalist, it's the first clue in a hunt to uncover the 

truth. 

Psychological 

thriller 

Richard and Judy 

Book Club 2018 

433 2018 Book 

Audiobook 

Large Print 

Eaudio(BB) 
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Benjamin, 

Chloe 

The Immortalists 

It's 1969, and holed up in a grimy tenement building in New 

York's Lower East Side is a travelling psychic who claims to be 

able to tell anyone the date they will die. Four siblings, too 

young for what they are about to hear, sneak out to hear 

their fortunes. We then follow the intertwined paths the 

siblings take and how they choose to live with the supposed 

knowledge the fortune-teller gave them that day. 

Literary fiction New York Times 

Top 10Bestseller 

417 2018 Book 

 

 

Bond, 

Caroline 

The second child 

It only takes a second to change a family forever. Why do you 

love your child? Is it because they're funny, kind or creative? 

Or is it simply because they're yours? Sarah and Phil love both 

their children.  Then one day a blood test changes everything.  

Contemporary 

fiction 

Radio 2 Bookclub 

2018 

321 2018 Book 

Audiobook 

Ebook(BB) 

 
Boyd, Julia Travellers in the third Reich 

Events in Germany between 1919 and 1945 were dramatic 

and terrible but there were also moments of confusion, 

doubt and hope. How easy was it to know what was actually 

going on, to remain untouched by the propaganda or predict 

the Holocaust? An extraordinary history of the rise of the 

Nazis based on fascinating first-hand accounts, drawing 

together a multitude of voices and stories. 

Non-fiction 

History 

World War II 

Winner of the Los 

Angeles Times 

Book Prize for 

History 2018 

487 2018 Book 

 

Boyd, William The dreams of Bethany Mellmouth 

A philandering art dealer tries to give up casual love affairs. A 

man recounts his personal history through the things he has 

stolen from others throughout his life. A couple chart the 

journey of their five year relationship backwards. And a 24-

year old young woman, Bethany Mellmoth, embarks on a 

year-long journey of wishful and tentative self-discovery. 

Literary fiction 

Short stories 

Award-Winning 

Author 

262 2018 Book 

Audiobook 

Large Print 

Eaudio(RB) 

 

Boyne, John The heart’s invisible furies 

Born out of wedlock to a teenage girl cast out from her rural 

Irish community and adopted by a well-to-do if eccentric 

Dublin couple, Cyril is adrift in the world, anchored only 

tenuously by his heartfelt friendship with the infinitely more 

glamourous and dangerous Julian Woodbead. At the mercy of 

fortune and coincidence, he will spend a lifetime coming to 

know himself and where he came from. 

Literary fiction Winner of the Glass 

Bell Award 2018 

700 2017 Book 

Audiobook 

Ebook(BB) 
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Bradbury, Ray Fahrenheit 451 

This hauntingly prophetic novel centres around a not-too-

distant future where happiness is allocated on a TV screen, 

individuals and scholars are outcasts and books are burned by 

a special task force of firemen. 

Modern classic 

fiction 

Science fiction 

“A great storyteller, 

sometimes even a 

mythmaker, a true 

American classic." 

Washington Post 

172 1954 Book 

Audiobook 

Ebook(BB) 

 
Brown, Craig Ma'am darling: 99 glimpses of Princess Margaret 

Andy Warhol photographs her. Lucian Freud dances with her. 

Gore Vidal adores her. Picasso plots to marry her. She is 

Princess Margaret. The one with the puffy face and the 

wraparound shades; the sad Royal, her life spent in decline; 

the most glamorous woman on earth; the unfailing presence 

in the index of every memoir, diary or letters collection from 

the 50s, 60s and 70s.  

Non-fiction 

Biography 

 

A Guardian, Times 

& Daily Mail book 

of the year 2018 

423 2018 Book 

 

Burns, Anna Milkman 

Middle sister, our protagonist, is busy attempting to keep her 

mother from discovering her maybe-boyfriend and to keep 

everyone in the dark about her encounter with Milkman. But 

when first brother-in-law sniffs out her struggle, and rumours 

start to swell, middle sister becomes 'interesting'. The last 

thing she ever wanted to be. To be interesting is to be 

noticed and to be noticed is dangerous. 

Literary fiction Winner of the Man 

Booker Prize 2018 

348 2018 Book 

Audiobook 

Large Print 

Ebook(BB) 

Eaudio(RB) 
 

Cannon, 

Joanna 

Three things about Elsie 

84-year-old Florence has fallen in her flat at Cherry Tree 

Home for the Elderly. As she waits for rescue, she wonders if 

a terrible secret from her past is about to come to light; and, 

if the charming new resident is who he claims to be, why 

does he look exactly like a man who died 60 years ago? 

Literary fiction Richard and Judy 

Book Club 2018 

455 2018 Book 

Audiobook 

Large Print 

Ebook(BB) 

 

Carey, Peter A long way from home 

Set in the 1950s. Irene Bobs loves fast driving. Her husband is 

the best car salesman in rural south eastern Australia. 

Together with Willie, their lanky navigator, they embark upon 

the Redex Trial, a brutal race around the continent, over 

roads no car will ever quite survive.  

Literary fiction Shortlisted for the 

Walter Scott 

Histlorical Fiction 

Prize 2019 

385 2018 Book 
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Caveney, 

Graham 

The boy with the perpetual nervousness 

Graham Caveney was born in 1964 in Accrington: a town in 

the north of England, formerly known for its cotton mills. 

From aspiring altar boy to Kafka-quoting adolescent, his is the 

story of a teenage boy's obsession with music, a love affair 

with books, and how he eventually used them to plot his way 

out of his home town. 

Non-fiction 

Memoir 

Local author 

A Sunday Times 

book of the Year 

300 2018 Book 

 

Chevalier, 

Tracy 

Girl with a pearl earring 

Griet, the young daughter of a tilemaker in 17th century 

Holland, obtains her first job as a servant in Vermeer's 

household. She loves being drawn into his artistic life, but the 

cost to her own survival may be high. 

Historical 

fiction 

Modern classic 

fiction 

New York times 

Bestseller 

248 1998 Book 

Eaudio(RB) 

 
Coelho, Paulo The Alchemist 

Santiago, a young shepherd living in the hills of Andalucia, 

feels that there is more to life than his humble home and his 

flock. One day he finds the courage to follow his dreams into 

distant lands. The people he meets along the way, the things 

he sees and the wisdom he learns are life-changing. 

Modern classic 

fiction 

Books in 

translation 

International 

Bestseller 

224 1993 Book 

Eaudio(BB) 

 

Cohen, Julie Together 

On a morning that seems just like any other, Robbie wakes in 

his bed, his wife Emily asleep beside him, as always. He rises 

and dresses, makes his coffee, feeds his dogs, just as he 

usually would. But then he leaves Emily a letter and does 

something that will break her heart. As the years go back all 

the way to 1962, Robbie's actions become clearer 

Contemporary 

fiction 

Richard and Judy 

Book Club 2018 

337 2018 Book 

Audiobook 

Large Print 

 

Coleman, 

Rowan 

The summer of impossible things 

If you could change the past, would you? 30 years ago, 

something terrible happened to Luna's mother. Now Luna 

and her sister have a chance to go back to their mother's 

birthplace and settle her affairs. But in Brooklyn they find 

more questions than answers, until something impossible - 

magical - happens to Luna, and she meets her mother as a 

young woman back in the summer of 1977. 

Contemporary 

fiction 

Zoe Ball Book Club 

2018 

426 2018 Book 

Audiobook 

Eaudio(RB) 
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Collins, Sara The confessions of Frannie Langton 

1826, and all of London is in a frenzy. Crowds gather at the 

gates of the Old Bailey to watch as Frannie Langton, maid to 

Mr and Mrs Benham, goes on trial for their murder. The 

testimonies against her are damning - slave, whore, 

seductress. And they may be the truth. But they are not the 

whole truth. For the first time Frannie must tell her story. 

Historical 

fiction 

Winner of the 

Costa Book Awards 

First Novel 2019 

375 2019 Book 

Large Print 

Ebook(BB) 

Eaudio(BB) 

 

Collins, Wilkie The woman in white 

A chance encounter with a mysterious woman dressed in 

white - who seems desperate to tell him a chilling secret - 

changes Walter Hartright's life.  

Classic fiction Considered to be 

one of the first 

mystery novels. 

718 1859 Book 

Eaudio(BB) 

 

 
Connolly, 

Cressida 

After the party 

It is the summer of 1938 and Phyllis Forrester has returned to 

England after years abroad. Moving into her sister's grand 

country house, she soon finds herself entangled in a new 

world of idealistic beliefs and seemingly innocent friendships. 

Then fevered talk of another war infiltrates their small, 

privileged circle. 

Literary fiction 

World War II 

Shortlisted for the 

Walter Scott Prize 

2019 

261 2018 Book 

Ebook(BB) 

Eaudio(BB) 

 

Davies, 

Hunter 

A life in the day 

Hunter now looks back across five decades of writing to 

reflect on his colourful memories of living in London during 

the height of the swinging sixties, becoming editor of Britain's 

first colour weekend supplement Sunday Times magazine; 

befriending the Beatles; and interviewing (and partying with) 

the biggest names in television, film and theatre of the day 

Non-fiction 

Memoir 

Sequel to the 

bestselling ‘The co-

op’s got bananas!’ 

374 2018 Book 

Audiobook 

 

Day, Elizabeth The party 

Martin Gilmour is an outsider. When he wins a scholarship to 

Burtonbury School, he doesn't wear the right clothes or speak 

with the right kind of accent. But then he meets the dazzling, 

popular and wealthy Ben Fitzmaurice, and gains admission to 

an exclusive world. 

Literary fiction Richard and Judy 

Book Club 2018 

294 2018 Book 
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Dean, Will Dark Pines 

An isolated Swedish town. A deaf reporter terrified of nature. 

A dense forest overdue for harvest. A pair of eyeless hunters 

found murdered in the woods. When Tuva Moodyson 

investigates the story that could make her career she 

stumbles on a web of secrets that knit Gavrik town together. 

Crime fiction Zoe Ball Book Club 

2018 

A Daily Telegraph 

Book of the Year 

328 2018 Book 

Audiobook 

Large Print 

Ebook(BB) 

 

Delaney, J.P. The girl before 

Jane stumbles on the rental opportunity of a lifetime: the 

chance to live in a beautiful ultra-minimalist house designed 

by an enigmatic architect, on condition she abides by a long 

list of exacting rules. After moving in, she discovers that a 

previous tenantmet a mysterious death there - and starts to 

wonder if her own story will be a re-run of the girl before. 

Psychological 

thriller 

Radio 2 Book Club 

2018. Shortlisted 

for The British Book 

Awards Crime & 

Thriller book of the 

year 2018 

407 2018 Book 

Audiobook 

Large Print 

 

Doerr, 

Anthony 

All the light we cannot see 

Set during World War II, Doerr expertly interweaves the lives 

of a blind French girl, Marie-Laure, and an orphaned German 

boy, Werner, whose paths collide as they try to survive the 

physical and emotional annihilation of the war. 

Literary fiction 

World War II 

Winner of Pulitzer 

Prize for Fiction 

2015 

531 2015 Book 

Audiobook 

 
Du Maurier, 

Daphne 

Rebecca 

Du Maurier's famous tale of suspense, mystery and love 

concerns Maxim de Winter's shy new bride and the house 

she is to inhabit, but that still reverberates to the haunting 

presence of his previous wife's influence. 

Modern classic 

fiction 

 

“Rebecca will live 

for ever because 

du Maurier touches 

a fearful nerve, 

buried deep in the 

unconscious” Kate 

Saunders, The 

Times  

428 1938 Book 

Audiobook 

Large Print 

Eaudio(BB) 

 

Eger, Edith  The choice 

In 1944, 16-year-old Edith Eger was sent to Auschwitz. There 

she endured unimaginable experiences. Over the coming 

months, Edith's bravery helped her sister to survive, and led 

to her bunkmates rescuing her during a death march. When 

their camp was finally liberated, Edith was pulled from a pile 

of bodies, barely alive. Dr Edith Eger shares her experience of 

the Holocaust and the remarkable stories of those she has 

helped ever since. 

Non-fiction 

Memoir 

History 

World War II 

 

Winner of the 

National Jewish 

Book Award & 

Christopher Award 

2018 

364 2018 Book 

Audiobook 

Eaudio(BB) 
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Extence, 

Gavin 

The empathy problem 

Gabriel is given only months to live after doctors discover a 

tumour on his brain. But something strange is happening: the 

position of the tumour is changing Gabriel's personality. He's 

becoming less selfish, less mercenary, less unlikeable. But it's 

a catch-22. The kinder and nicer Gabriel becomes, the closer 

we draw to the inevitable. 

Contemporary 

fiction 

‘It’s so good it’ll 

leave you wanting 

to change your 

own life’ 

Independent 

408 2016 Book 

Faulks, 

Sebastian 

Birdsong 

This is the story of Stephen who arrives in Amiens in 1910. His 

life goes through a series of traumatic experiences, from the 

clandestine love affair that tears apart the family with whom 

he lives, to the unprecedented experience of the war itself. 

Literary fiction 

World War I 

British Book 

Awards Author of 

the year 2014 

528 1993 Book 

Audiobook 

DVD 

Ebook(BB) 

 
Fitgerald, 

Penelope 

The Bookshop 

Florence Green opens a bookshop in a small coastal town in 

East Anglia. She does so in spite of polite but ruthless 

opposition. Eventually she has to battle against supernatural 

as well as natural forces to achieve her ends. 

Literary fiction Shortlisted for the 

Booker Prize 1978 

Film adaptation in 

2017 

156 1978 Book 

Audiobook 

DVD 

Ebook(BB) 

Eaudio(RB) 
 

Frank, Anne The diary of a young girl 

One of the most famous accounts of living under a Nazi 

regime comes from the diary of a 13 year old Jewish girl, 

Anne Frank. Edited by her father and novelist Mirjam 

Pressler, this is a true story to be rediscovered by each new 

generation. 

Non-fiction 

Memoir 

History 

World War II 

“Anne Frank's diary 

is one of the 

greatest books of 

the century” 

Guardian 

350 1947 Book 

Ebook(BB) 

 

Fridlund, 

Emily 

History of wolves 

Linda‘s parents live in abandoned commune cabins in 

Minnesota and are hanging on to the last vestiges of a faded 

counter-culture world. The kids at school call her 'Freak'. She 

is an outsider in all things. Her understanding of the world 

comes from her observations at school, and from watching 

the seemingly ordinary life of a family she babysits for. 

Literary fiction Shortlisted for the 

Man Booker Prize 

2017 

279 2018 Book 

Audiobook 

Large Print 

Eaudio(RB) 

 

Fry, Stephen Mythos 

The Greek myths are embedded deeply in the traditions, tales 

and cultural DNA of the West. Here the stories of the titans 

and gods become a brilliantly entertaining account of ribaldry 

and revelry, warfare and worship, debauchery, love affairs 

and life lessons, slayings and suicides, triumphs and tragedies 

Non-fiction 

Mythology 

Shortlisted for A 

National Book 

Award 2018 

441 2018 Book 

Audiobook 

Ebook(BB) 

Eaudio (BB 

& RB) 
 



10 

 

Gaiman, Neil Norse mythology 

Neil Gaiman reaches back through time to the original source 

stories in a thrilling and vivid rendition of the great Norse 

tales. His gods are thoroughly alive on the page - irascible, 

visceral, playful, passionate - and the tales carry us from the 

beginning of everything to Ragnarok and the twilight of the 

gods. 

Non-fiction 

Mythology 

Earphones Award 

& Audi Award for 

Best Author 

Narration 2017 

282 2018 Book 

Audiobook 

Ebook(BB) 

Eaudio(BB) 

 

Gayle, Mike The man I think I know 

Whatever their teachers might have expected, neither Danny 

nor James is currently running the country. Danny is 

depressed and unemployed. An accident changed James's life 

and now he is looked after affectionately by his parents. But 

his sister Martha believes that the role of full-time carers is 

destroying their lives - and infantilising her brother. 

Contemporary 

fiction 

Zoe Ball Book Club 310 2018 Book 

Large Print 

 

Gerlich, 

Heinrich 

Breakout at Stalingrad 

A classic, gritty novel of the epic World War II battle of 

Stalingrad. The manuscript was confiscated by the Russian 

secret services in 1949, recalled and republished in part in 

1957 and in 2011 rediscovered in a Russian archive and 

published in full for the first time. 

Fiction 

World War II 

Books in 

translation 

'One of the 

greatest novels of 

the Second World 

War' The Times 

720 1949 Book 

 

Gilbert, 

Elizabeth 

Eat, Pray, Love 

Newly divorced journalist Elizabeth Gilbert is struggling to 

carve out an authentic identity in New York. Desperate to 

reinvigorate her life and connect with the world around her, 

she embarks on a modern-day pilgrimage from Italy to India 

and Bali. Each country serves as a vivid backdrop for self-

exploration as she comes to terms with the choices that have 

hitherto defined her life, and begins to rediscover herself. 

Non-fiction 

Memoir 

Travel 

International 

Bestseller 

348 2007 Book 

Ebook(BB) 

Eaudio(BB) 

 

 

Glover, Julian Man of iron: Thomas Telford and the building of Britain 

Born in 1757 in the Scottish Borders, Telford’s father died in 

his infancy, plunging the family into poverty. Telford's life 

soared to span almost eight decades of gloriously obsessive, 

prodigiously productive energy. Few people have done more 

to shape our nation.. A stonemason turned architect turned 

engineer, he built churches, harbours, canals, and bridges. 

Non-fiction 

Biography 

A Sunday Times 

Bestseller 

413 

 

2018 Book 
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Godfrey-

Smith, Peter 

Other minds: the octopus & the evolution of intelligent life 

Mammals and birds are widely seen as the smartest creatures 

on earth. But one other branch of the tree of life has also 

sprouted surprising intelligence: the cephalopods, consisting 

of the squid, the cuttlefish, and above all the octopus. New 

research shows that these creatures display remarkable gifts. 

What does it mean that intelligence on Earth has evolved not 

once but twice? 

Non-fiction 

Natural world 

Shortlisted for the 

Royal Society 

Science Book Prize 

2017 

255 2018 Book 

 

Graves, 

Robert 

Goodbye to all that 

This is Graves’s account of his life from his childhood and 

unhappy school days at Charterhouse, to his time serving as a 

young officer in the First World War that was to haunt him 

throughout his life. With its vivid, harrowing descriptions of 

the Western Front, it is a classic war document, and also one 

of the most candid self-portraits of an artist ever written. 

Non-fiction 

Memoir 

World War I 

Listed in the 

Guardian 100 best 

Non-fiction books 

of all time (2016) 

281 1929 Book 

Ebook(BB) 

 

Grear, 

Andrew Sean 

Less 

49-year-old writer, Arthur Less, learns that his former 

boyfriend is about to get married. To avoid the wedding and 

heartbreak, he decides to embark on a trip around the world, 

accepting invitations to a series of half-baked lectures and 

literary events. A novel about missteps, misunderstanding 

and mistakes. 

Literary fiction Winner of the 

Pulitzer Prize For 

Fiction 2018 

261 2018 Book 

 

Gregory, Daryl Spoonbenders 

The legacy and legend of a dysfunctional, normal, entirely 

unique family across three generations of big personalities 

and socially inept recluses - each cursed with the potential of 

being something special. 

Literary fiction Radio 2 Book Club 

2018 

399 2018 Book 

 
Guo, Xiaolu Once upon a time in the East: a story of growing up 

When she is born in 1973, her parents hand her over to a 

childless peasant couple in the mountains. Once Upon a Time 

in the East takes Xiaolu from a run-down shack to film school 

in a rapidly changing Beijing. Now, after a decade in Europe, 

her tale of East to West resonates with insight that can only 

come from someone who is both an outsider and at home. 

Non-fiction 

Memoir 

Shortlisted for the 

Costa Biography 

Award, The Jhalak 

Prize & The 

Rathbones Folio 

Prize 2018 

317 2018 Book 

 



12 

 

Haig, Matt How to stop time 

Tom Hazard has a dangerous secret. He may look like an 

ordinary 41-year-old history teacher, but he's been alive for 

centuries. From Elizabethan England to Jazz-Age Paris, from 

New York to the South Seas, Tom has seen it all. As long as he 

keeps changing his identity he can keep one step ahead of his 

past - and stay alive.  

Literary fiction Richard and Judy 

Book Club 2018, 

Winner of the 

Books Are My Bag 

Readers Award for 

Popular Fiction 

2017 

325 2017 Book 

Audiobook 

Large Print 

Ebook(BB) 

Eaudio 

(BB& RB) 
 

Hamid, 

Mohsin 

Exit West 

In a city swollen by refugees but still mostly at peace, or at 

least not yet openly at war, Saeed and Nadia share a cup of 

coffee, and their story begins. It will be a love story but also a 

story about war and a world in crisis, about how we live now 

and how we might live tomorrow. Before too long, the time 

will come for Nadia and Saeed to leave their homeland.  

Literary fiction Shortlisted for the 

Man Booker Prize 

2017. Winner of 

the LA Times Prize 

for Fiction 

228 2018 Book 

Ebook(BB) 

Eaudio(BB) 

 

Hannah, 

Sophie 

Did you see Melody? 

Pushed to breaking point, Cara Burrows abandons her home 

and family and escapes to a 5-star spa resort she can't afford. 

Late at night, exhausted and desperate, she lets herself into 

her hotel room and is shocked to find it already occupied - by 

a man and a teenage girl. Cara's fear intensifies when she 

works out that the girl she saw alive and well in the hotel 

room is someone she can't possibly have seen: the most 

famous murder victim in the country, Melody Chapa 

Psychological 

thriller 

Sunday Times and 

New York Times 

bestselling author 

327 2018 Book 

Audiobook 

Large Print 

Eauio(U) 

 

Harper, Jane Force of nature 

Five women reluctantly pick up their backpacks and start 

walking along the muddy track. Only four come out the other 

side. Police Agent Aaron Falk has a particularly keen interest 

in the whereabouts of the missing bushwalker. Alice Russell is 

the whistleblower in his latest case - and Alice knew secrets. 

Psychological 

thriller 

Crime fiction 

Shorlisted for 

International 

Writer of the Year, 

Specsavers 

National Book 

Awards 2018 

421 2018 Book 

Audiobook 

Eaudio(RB) 

 

Harris, Jane Sugar Money 

Martinique, 1765, and brothers Emile and Lucien are charged 

by their French master, Father Cleophas, with a mission. They 

must return to Grenada, the island they once called home, 

and smuggle back the 42 slaves claimed by English invaders at 

the hospital plantation in Fort Royal.  

Literary fiction 

Historical 

fiction 

Shortlisted for the 

Walter Scott Prize 

2018 

451 2018 Book 

Audiobook 

Large Print 

Eaudio(RB) 
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Harris, Joanne Chocolat 

In the small French village of Lansquenet, nothing much has 

changed in a hundred years. Then an exotic stranger, Vianne 

Rocher, blows in on the changing wind with her young 

daughter, and opens a chocolate boutique directly opposite 

the church. 

Literary fiction Shortlisted for 

Whitbread Novel of 

the Year Awaard 

2000 

319 1999 Book 

Large Print 

Ebook(BB) 

 

Harris, Robert Munich 

Set over four days against the backdrop of the Munich 

Conference in 1938, Munich follows the fortunes of two men 

who were friends at Oxford together in the 1920s. Hugh 

Legat is a rising star of the British diplomatic service. Paul von 

Hartmann is on the staff of the German Foreign Office - and 

secretly a member of the anti-Hitler resistance. 

Thriller 

World War II 

'A brilliantly 

constructed spy 

novel’’ Observer 

434 2018 Book 

Audiobook 

Large Print 

Ebook(BB) 

Eaudio(U) 
 

Hawkins, 

Paula 

Into the water 

In the last days before her death, Nel called her sister. Jules 

didn't pick up the phone, ignoring her plea for help. Now Nel 

is dead. They say she jumped. And Jules has been dragged 

back to the one place she hoped she had escaped for good, to 

care for the teenage girl her sister left behind. But Jules is 

afraid. So afraid.  

Psychological 

thriller 

Another bestselling 

book by the author 

of The girl on the 

train 

426 2018 Book 

Audiobook 

Large Print 

Eaudio(BB) 

 

Heiny, 

Katherine 

Standard deviation 

Graham Cavanaugh's second wife, Audra, is everything his 

first wife was not. She is charming and spontaneous and fun 

but life with her can be exhausting. In the midst of the day-

to-day difficulties and delights of marriage and raising a child 

with Asperger's, his first wife, Elspeth, reenters Graham's life. 

Graham starts to wonder: How can anyone love two such 

different women? Did he make the right choice? 

Contemporary 

fiction 

Humour 

'Both heart-

piercing and, 

crucially, very 

funny' - The New 

York Times 

319 2018 Book 

Large Print 

 

Hemming, 

Henry 

M: Maxwell Knight, MI5's greatest spymaster 

Despite alack of qualifications,  'M', became a legendary MI5 

spymaster. Throughout his career, he had a vast network of 

undercover agents hidden within extremist political groups. 

What set him apart was not only his extraordinary ability to 

keep these agents in play for so many years, but his 

pioneering belief in the use of female secretaries as spies.  

Non-fiction 

Biography 

“a fluently written 

and highly 

entertaining 

biography.”The 

Sunday Times 

400 2018 Book 
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Hendricks, 

Greer & 

Pekkanen, 

Sarah 

The wife between us 

When you read this book, you will make many assumptions. 

It's about a jealous wife, obsessed with her replacement. It's 

about a younger woman set to marry the man she loves. The 

first wife seems like a disaster; her replacement is the perfect 

woman. You will assume you know the motives, the history, 

the anatomy of the relationships. You will be wrong. 

Psychological 

thriller 

Richard and Judy 

Book Club 2018 

346 2018 Book 

Audiobook 

Large Print 

 

Hickam, 

Homer H.  

Carrying Albert home 

In 1930s America, Elsie Lavender found herself back where 

she began, in the coalfields of West Virginia. She had just one 

memento of her halcyon days - a baby alligator named Albert. 

Then one day, her husband's stoical patience snapped and 

Elsie had to choose between them. She decided that there 

was only one thing to do: carry Albert home to Florida. 

Contemporary 

fiction 

Humour 

‘Hickam’s novel 

blends fact and 

fiction in a 

delightful tall tale’ 

Mail on Sunday 

398 2016 Book 

 

Higgs, John Watling Street 

A journey along one of Britain's oldest roads in search of the 

hidden history that makes us who we are today. Long ago a 

path was created by feet tramping through endless forests. 

Gradually it became a track, then a road connecting the 

White Cliffs of Dover to the Druid groves of Anglesey, across a 

land that was first called Albion  

Non-fiction 

History 

“A book for our 

times” Observer 

371 2018 Book 

 

Hislop, 

Victoria 

The Island 

On the brink of her own life-changing decision, Alexis Fielding 

longs to find out about her mother's past. But Sofia has never 

spoken of it. All she admits to is growing up in a small Cretan 

village before moving to London. When Alexis decides to visit 

Crete, however, Sofia gives her daughter a letter to take to an 

old friend, and promises that through her she will learn more. 

Contemporary 

fiction 

Winner of Richard 

and Judy’s Summer 

Read 2006 

473 2005 Book 

 

Hoffman, 

Alice 

The rules of magic 

From the beginning their mother Susanna knew they were 

unique: Franny with her skin as pale as milk and blood red 

hair, who could commune with birds; Jet as shy as she is 

beautiful, who knows what others are thinking, and Vincent 

so charismatic that he was built for trouble. 

Conemporary 

Fiction 

Reese 

Witherspoon’s 

Book Club 2018 

Prequel to the 

bestselling Practical 

Magic 

367 2018 Book 

Audiobook 
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Hogan, Ruth The wisdom of Sally Red Shoes 

Masha’s life has been forever changed by a tragic event 12 

years ago. Unable to let go of her grief, she finds solace in the 

silent company of the souls of her local Victorian cemetery 

and at the town's lido, where she seeks refuge underwater. 

But a chance encounter with two extraordinary women 

opens up a new world of possibilities. 

Contemporary 

fiction 

'Warm and wise' 

Guardian 

333 2018 Book 

 

Hollinghurst, 

Alan 

The Sparsholt affair 

In October 1940, handsome young David Sparsholt arrives in 

Oxford. A keen oarsman, he at first seems unaware of the 

effect he has on others - particularly on lonely and romantic 

Evert Dax, son of a celebrated novelist and destined to 

become a writer himself. While the Blitz rages in London, 

Oxford exists at a strange remove: an ephemeral, uncertain 

place, in which nightly blackouts conceal secret liaisons.  

Literary fiction Previous Booker 

Prize Winner 2004 

453 2018 Book 

Audiobook 

 

Honeyman, 

Gail 

Eleanor Oliphant is completely fine 

Eleanor Oliphant leads a simple life. She wears the same 

clothes to work every day, eats the same meal deal for lunch 

every day and buys the same two bottles of vodka to drink 

every weekend. Eleanor is happy. Nothing is missing from her 

carefully timetabled life. Except, sometimes, everything.  

Literary fiction Winner of the 

Costa Debut Novel 

Award 2017 & The 

British Book 

Awards Overall 

Winner 2018 

385 2018 Book 

Audiobook 

Large Print 

Ebook(BB) 

Eaudio(RB) 
 

Hore, Rachel Last letter home 

In 1939, Sarah returns with her mother and sister from India, 

in mourning, to take up residence in the Norfolk village of 

Westbury. There she forms a firm friendship with Paul 

Hartmann, a young German who has found sanctuary in the 

local manor house. With the outbreak of war, conflicts of 

loyalty in Westbury deepen. When, 70 years later, Briony 

begins to uncover Sarah and Paul's story, she encounters 

resentments and secrets still tightly guarded. 

Literary fiction 

World War II 

Richard and Judy 

Book Club 2018 

551 2018 Book 

Audiobook 

Large Print 

Ebook(BB) 

Eaudio(RB) 
 

Hornby, Nick Juliet, naked 

Annie lives in a washed-up English seaside town where her 

partner of convenience, Duncan, immerses himself in the 

esoterica of an obscure American singer-songwriter, Tucker 

Crow. When Tucker releases a demo album, Juliet, Duncan's 

and Annie's divergent reactions pull them apart. 

Contemporary 

fiction 

Humour 

Released as a 

feature film in 2018 

256 2009 Book 

Large Print 

DVD 

Ebook(BB) 
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Hosseine, 

Khaled 

The kite runner 

Winter, 1975: Afghanistan, a country on the verge of an 

internal coup. 12-year-old Amir is desperate to win the 

approval of his father, one of the richest merchants in Kabul. 

He's failed to do so through academia or brawn but the one 

area they connect is the annual kite fighting tournament. 

Literary fiction 

Modern classic 

fiction 

Multi-millions 

selling book, 

adapted into both 

a stage play and 

feature film 

336 2003 Book 

Graphic 

Novel 

Ebook(BB) 

 

Hosseini, 

Khaled 

A thousand splendid suns 

Mariam is only 15 when she is sent to Kabul to marry 

Rasheed. Nearly 20 years later, a strong friendship grows 

between Mariam and a local teenager, Laila. When the 

Taliban take over, life becomes a desperate struggle against 

starvation, brutality and fear. Yet love can lead a person to 

overcome the most daunting obstacles. 

Literary fiction 

 

Winner of the 

Indies Choice Book 

Award 2008 

412 2008 Book 

Audiobook

Large Print 

Ebook(BB) 

 

Hunt, Nick Where the wild winds are 

As a six-year-old, Nick Hunt was almost carried away in a gust 

from the Great Storm of 1987. Almost thirty years later he set 

off in search of the legendary winds of Europe. This is his 

story of following the wind from the fells of Cumbria to the 

Alps, the Rhone to the Adriatic coast, to explore how these 

unseen powers affect the countries and cultures of Europe, 

and to map a new type of journey across the continent. 

Non-fiction 

Travel 

Shortlisted for the 

Stanford Dolman 

Travel Book of the 

Year 2018 

258 2018 Book 

 

Hunter, Cara Close to home 

Last night, 8-year-old Daisy Mason disappeared from her 

parents' summer party. No one in the quiet suburban street 

saw anything - or at least that's what they're saying. DI Adam 

Fawley is trying to keep an open mind. But he knows that 

nine times out of ten, it's someone the victim knew. That 

means someone is lying. And that Daisy's time is running out. 

Crime fiction Richard and Judy 

Book Club 2018 

379 2017 Book 

 

 

Hunter, 

Megan 

The end we start from 

In the midst of a mysterious environmental crisis, as London 

is submerged below flood waters, a woman gives birth to her 

first child, Z. Days later, the family are forced to leave their 

home in search of safety. As they move from shelter to 

shelter, their journey traces both fear and wonder as Z grows 

and stretches, thriving and content against all the odds. 

Literary fiction Shortlisted for The 

Books Are My Bag 

Novel of the Year 

Award 2017 

126 2018 Book 

Audiobook 
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Hurley, 

Andrew 

Michael 

Devil’s Day 

The Oxbarrows live in a small village on the Lancashire moors. 

The father, Richard, has recently died, but his 13-year-old 

daughter Rosie refuses to believe it. When a recently retired 

psychiatrist is persuaded by an old colleague to try to help 

the family through their grief, he finds himself caught up in 

the customs of the remote community, and an older way of 

doing things 

Contemporary 

fiction  

Horror 

A Times & Sunday 

Times Book of the 

Year 

295 2018 Book 

 

Hutchinson, 

Roger 

The butcher, the baker, the candlestickmaker 

The census has surveyed Britain from the Napoleonic wars to 

the age of the internet, through the agricultural and industrial 

revolutions, possession of the biggest empire on earth and 

the devastation of the 20th century's two world wars.  Roger 

Hutchinson looks at every census between the first in 1801 

and 2011 and paints a vivid picture of a society experiencing 

unprecedented changes. 

Non-fiction 

History 

“A warm-hearted 

book about a 

uniquely British 

triumph, a resource 

of a depth 

unrivalled 

anywhere in the 

world” The Times 

340 2018 Book 

 

Huxley, 

Aldous 

Brave new world 

The World Controllers have created the ideal society. Genetic 

science has brought the human race to perfection. From the 

Alpha-Plus mandarin class to the Epsilon Semi-Morons, man 

is bred and educated to be content with his pre-destined 

role. 

Modern classic 

fiction 

Science fiction 

One of the BBC’s 

100 novels that 

shaped our world 

229 1932 Book 

Audiobook 

 

Isaac, 

Catherine 

You, me, everything 

Jess and her ten-year-old son William set off to spend the 

summer at Chateau de Roussignol, deep in the hills of the 

Dordogne. There, William's father, Adam, runs a beautiful 

hotel in a restored castle. Jess is bowled over by what Adam 

has accomplished, but she's in France for a much more 

urgent reason: to make Adam connect with his own son. 

Contemporary 

fiction 

Richard and Judy 

Book Club 2018 

422 2018 Book 

Audiobook 

Large Print 

Eaudio(U) 

 

Ishiguro, 

Kazuo 

Never let me go 

Kathy, Ruth and Tommy were pupils at Hailsham - an idyllic 

establishment situated deep in the English countryside. The 

children there were tenderly sheltered from the outside 

world, brought up to believe they were special, and that their 

personal welfare was crucial. But for what reason were they 

really there? 

Literary fiction 

 

Shortlisted for the 

Man Booker Prize 

2005 

282 2005 Book 

Audiobook 

LargePrint 

DVD 
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Ishiguro, 

Kazuo 

The remains of the day 

During the summer of 1956, Stevens, the aging butler of 

Darlington Hall, embarks on a leisurely motoring holiday that 

will take him deep into the heart of the English countryside 

and thence into his past. 

Literary fiction 

Modern classic 

fiction  

Winner of the Man 

Booker Prize 1989 

272 1989 Book 

Audiobook 

Ebook(BB) 

Eaudio(RB) 

 
Jackson, 

Shirley 

The haunting of Hill House 

Four seekers have arrived at the rambling old pile Hill House: 

Dr Montague, an occult scholar looking for solid evidence of 

psychic phenomena; Theodora, his lovely assistant; Luke, the 

future inheritor of the estate; and Eleanor, a friendless, 

fragile young woman with a dark past. As they begin to cope 

with horrifying occurrences beyond their control or 

understanding, they cannot possibly know what lies ahead. 

Modern classic 

fiction 

Horror 

Finalist for the 

National Book 

Award 1959.  

Adapted into a hit 

Netflix series in 

2018. 

256 1959 Book 

Large Print 

 

Jenkins, Allan Plot 29 

A beautifully written, haunting memoir, Plot 29 is a mystery 

story and meditation on nature and nurture. It’s also a 

celebration of the joy to be found in sharing food and flowers 

with people you love. 

Non-fiction 

Memoir 

Natural world 

Longlisted for the 

Baillie Gifford & 

Wellcome Book 

Prizes 2018 

225 2018 Book 

 
Jewell, Lisa Then she was gone 

Ellie Mack was many thing – she was 15, the youngest of 

three and her mother's golden girl. She was heading towards 

a perfect post-exams summer holiday, with her whole life 

ahead of her. And then, she was gone. Now: Laurel Mack is 

living in the past. It's been 10 years since Ellie disappeared, 

and Laurel's never given up hope of finding her daughter. 

Psychological 

thriller  

Richard and Judy 

Book Club 2018 

426 2017 Book 

Audiobook 

Large Print 

Ebook(BB) 

 

Joyce, Rachel The music shop 

1988. Frank owns a music shop jam-packed with records of 

every speed, size and genre. Day after day Frank finds his 

customers the music they need. Then in walks Ilse,  who asks 

him to teach her about music. His instinct is to turn and run. 

And yet he is drawn to this strangely still, mysterious woman 

with her pea-green coat and her eyes as black as vinyl.  

Contemporary 

fiction 

By the best selling 

author of The 

Pilgrimage of 

Harold Fry 

355 2018 Book 

Audiobook 

Eaudio(U) 
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Kaufmann, 

Miranda 

Black Tudors 

From long-forgotten records emerge the remarkable stories 

of Africans who lived free in Tudor England. They were 

present at some of the most defining moments of the age. 

They were christened, married and buried by the Church. 

They were paid wages like any other Tudors. Their stories will 

transform how we see this period of history. 

Non-fiction 

History 

Shortlisted for the 

Wolfson History 

Prize 2018 

376 2018 Book 

 

Kanon, Joseph Defectors 

Moscow, the Cold War, 1961. Stalin has been dead for 8 

years. With the launch of Sputnik, the Soviet Union's 

international prestige is at an all-time high. Former CIA agent 

Frank Weeks, the most notorious of the defectors to the 

Soviet Union, is about to publish his memoirs, and what he 

reveals is going to send shock waves through the West. 

Thriller ‘Joseph Kanon 

owns this corner of 

the literary 

landscape’ Lee 

Child 

290 2018 Book 

Large Print 

 

Kay, Adam This is going to hurt 

Adam Kay was a junior doctor from 2004 until 2010, before a 

devastating experience on a ward caused him to reconsider 

his future. This is a first-hand account of life as a junior doctor 

in all its joy, pain, sacrifice and maddening bureaucracy, and a 

love letter to those who might at any moment be holding our 

lives in their hands. 

Non-fiction 

Memoir 

The National Book 

Awards Book of the 

Year 2018 

379 2018 Book 

Audiobook 

Large Print 

Ebook(BB) 

Eaudio(BB) 
 

Kelly, Erin He said/She said 

At a festival in Cornwall, after the first eclipse Laura and Kit 

share, Laura interrupts a man and a woman. She knows she 

saw something terrible. But the man denies it. Later, in a 

panic, Laura tells a little white lie - which changes 4 lives 

irreparably. When the victim turns up on their doorstep, the 

truth seems to vanish ever further into shadow.  

Psychological 

thriller 

Richard and Judy 

Book Club 2018 & 

Radio 2 Book Club 

2018 

408 2018 Book 

 

 

Keneally, 

Thomas 

Schindler’s Ark 

is the extraordinary story of Oskar Schindler, a womaniser, 

heavy drinker and bon viveur who risked his life to protect 

Jews in Nazi-occupied Poland and who was transformed by 

the war into a man with a mission, a compassionate angel of 

mercy. 

Modern classic 

fiction 

World War II 

Winner of the Man 

Booker Prize 1982. 

Filmed as the 

Oscar-winning 

Schindler’s list 

429 1982 Book 

Audiobook 

Large Print 

Eaudio(BB) 
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Kukafka, 

Danya 

Girl in snow 

Who are you when no one is watching? When beloved high 

school student Lucinda Hayes is found murdered, no one in 

her sleepy Colorado suburb is untouched - not the boy who 

loved her too much, the girl who wanted her perfect life; or 

the investigating police officer. In the aftermath of the 

tragedy, these three characters must each confront their 

darkest secrets in an effort to find solace, the truth, or both. 

Crime fiction 

Psychological 

thriller 

Radio 2 Book Club 

2018. Shortlisted 

for the John 

Creasey Dagger 

Award 2018 

357 2018 Book 

Audiobook 

 

Lawrence, 

D.H. 

The rainbow 

Set between the 1840s and the early years of the twentieth 

century The Rainbow tells the story of three generations of 

the Brangwen family, ancient occupiers of Marsh Farm, 

Nottinghamshire. Through courting, pregnancy, marriage and 

defiance Lawrence explores love and the conflicts it brings. 

Classic fiction 

Local author 

 460 1915 Book 

Audiobook 

Large Print 

 

Lelic, Simon The house 

Londoners Jack and Syd moved into the house a year ago. It 

seemed like their dream home: tons of space, the perfect 

location, and a friendly owner who wanted a young couple to 

have it. So when they made a grisly discovery in the attic, Jack 

and Syd chose to ignore it. That was a mistake. Because 

someone has just been murdered. Right outside their back 

door. And now the police are watching them. 

Psychological 

thriller 

 

Radio 2 Book Club 

2018 

339 2017 Book 

Audiobook 

 

Lister-Kaye, 

John 

The dun cow rib: a very natural childhood 

Lister-Kaye's joyous childhood holidays - spent scrambling 

through hedges and ditches after birds and small beasts, 

keeping pigeons in the loft and tracking foxes around the 

edge of the garden - were the perfect apprenticeship for his 

two lifelong passions: exploring the wonders of nature, and 

writing about them. 

Non-fiction 

Memoir 

Natural world 

Shortlisted for the 

Wainwright Prize 

2018 

355 2018 Book 

Eauio(RB) 

 

Lively, 

Penelope 

Life in the garden 

Penelope Lively has always been a keen gardener. This book 

is partly a memoir of her own life in gardens. It is also a wise, 

engaging and far-ranging exploration of gardens in literature, 

from 'Paradise Lost' to 'Alice in Wonderland', and of writers 

and their gardens, from Virginia Woolf to Philip Larkin. 

Non-fiction 

Memoir 

Natural world 

“Exquisite and 

original” The Daily 

Telegraph 

199 2018 Book 

Audiobook 

Large Print 

Eaudio(RB) 
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Lodato, Elisa An unremarkable body 

When Katharine is found dead at the foot of her stairs, it is 

the mystery of her life which consumes daughter, Laura. The 

medical examiner's report, in which precious parts of 

Katharine's body are weighed and categorised, motivates 

Laura to write her own version of events. To bear witness to 

the unbearable blank space between each itemised entry.  

Literary fiction Shortlisted for the 

Costa First Novel 

Award 2018 

271 2018 Book 

Audiobook 

 
 

Lunde, Marje The history of bees 

England, 1851. William is a biologist and seed merchant, who 

sets out to build a new type of beehive - one that will give 

both him and his children honour and fame. United States, 

2007. George is a beekeeper and fights an uphill battle 

against modern farming, but hopes that his son can be their 

salvation. China, 2098. Tao hand paints pollen onto the fruit 

trees now that the bees have long since disappeared. 

Literary fiction 

Books in 

tranlsation 

First debut to win 

the prestigious 

Bokhandlerprisen 

(Norwegian 

Booksellers’ Prize) 

2015 

337 2018 Book 

 

Magnusson, 

Sally 

The Sealwoman’s gift 

In 1627 Barbary pirates raided the coast of Iceland and 

abducted some 400 of its people, including 250 from a tiny 

island off the mainland. Among the captives sold into slavery 

in Algiers were the island pastor, his wife and their three 

children. In this reimagining, the author gives a voice to Asta, 

the pastor's wife. 

Literary fiction 

Historical 

fiction 

Zoe Ball’s Book 

Club 2018 

364 2018 Book 

Audiobook 

Large Print 

Eauiod(U) 

 

Mahmood, 

Imran 

You don’t know me 

An unnamed defendant stands accused of murder. Just 

before the closing speeches, the young man sacks his lawyer. 

He tells us that his barrister told him to leave some things 

out. Sometimes, the truth can be too difficult to explain, or 

believe. But he thinks that if he's going to go down for life, he 

might as well go down telling the truth. As he talks us through 

the pieces of evidence one by one, his life is in our hands. 

Psychological 

thriller 

 

Radio 2 Book Club 

2018. Longlisted 

for the Crime 

Writer’s 

Association Gold 

Dagger 2018 

389 2018 Book 

 

Garcia 

Marquez, 

Gabriel 

One hundred years of solitude 

The story of seven generations of the Buendía family and of 

Macondo, the town they have built. Though little more than a 

settlement surrounded by mountains, Macondo has its wars 

and disasters, even its wonders and miracles - a microcosm of 

Columbian life. 

Literary fiction 

Modern classic 

fiction 

Books in 

translation 

Winner of France’s 

Prix de Meilleur 

Livre Etranger. 

Author won Nobel 

Prize for Literature 

in 1982 

422 1967 Book 

Audiobook 

Ebook(BB) 

Eaudio (BB 

& RB) 
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Martin, 

Andrew 

Soot 

York, 1799. An artist is found murdered in his home - stabbed 

with a pair of scissors. Matthew Harvey's death is much 

discussed in the city. The scissors are among the tools of his 

trade - for Harvey is a renowned cutter and painter of 

silhouettes, the latest fashion in portraiture. It soon becomes 

clear that the murderer must be one of the artist's last sitters. 

Historical 

fiction 

Crime fiction 

The Times’s 

Historical fiction 

Book of the Month  

342 2018 Book 

Large Print 

 

McGann, 

Stephen 

Flesh and blood: a history of my family in seven maladies 

The story of the McGann family as told through seven 

sicknesses - diseases, wounds or ailments that have afflicted 

Stephen's relatives over the last century and a half, and which 

have helped mould him into what he now perceives himself 

to be. It's the story of how health, or the lack of it, fuels our 

collective will and informs our personal narrative.  

Non-fiction 

Biography 

“an artful, honest 

book” New 

Statesman 

318 2018 Book 

 

McGregor, 

Jon 

Reservoir 13 

A teenage girl on holiday has gone missing in the hills at the 

heart of England. The villagers are called up to join the 

search, fanning out across the moors as the police set up 

roadblocks and a crowd of reporters descends. Meanwhile, 

there is work that must still be done. The search for the 

missing girl goes on, but so does everyday life. 

Literary fiction 

Local author 

Winner of the 

Costa Novel Award 

2017. Longlisted 

for the Man Booker 

Prize 2017 

326 2018 Book 

Audiobook 

Ebook(BB) 

Eaudio(RB) 

 

Moore, Lucy Lady Fanshawe’s receipt book: an Englishwoman’s life 

during the civil war 

While civil war raged in 17th century England, inside the home 

domestic life continued as it always had done. For Ann 

Fanshawe and her children it meant a life of insecurity and 

constant jeopardy as she and her husband, a Royalist 

diplomat, dedicated their lives to the restoration of the Stuart 

monarchy. Ann's 'receipt book' was a treasured response to 

the upheavals of war. These books were a feature of 

women's lives during this period, when there were few 

doctors to be found, and were full of life-saving medical 

knowledge gleaned from mothers and friends. 

Non-fiction 

History 

Local History 

“Fascinating... A 

vivid account” 

Philippa Gregory, 

The Times 

416 2018 Book 
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Moorehead, 

Caroline 

A bold and dangerous family 

Mussolini was not only ruthless: he was subtle and 

manipulative. But the tide turned in 1924 when his assassins 

went too far, horror spread across Italy and 20 years of 

struggle began. Antifascist resistance was born and it would 

end only with Mussolini's death in 1945. Among those whose 

disgust hardened into bold and uncompromising resistance 

was a family from Florence: Amelia, Carlo and Nello Rosselli. 

Non-fiction 

History 

World War II 

Shortlisted for the 

Costa Biography 

Award 

432 2018 Book 

 

Mosse, Kate Labyrinth 

'Labyrinth' spans eight centuries to unite the destinies of two 

women - a modern-day archaeologist who uncovers a tomb 

in southern France with strange inscriptions on the walls and 

a pervading atmosphere of evil, and a 13th-century herbalist 

and healer entrusted with a book that contains great secrets. 

Literary fiction Winner of the 

British Book 

Awards 2006 

708 2005 Book 

 

Mozley, Fiona Elmet 

The simplicity of Daniel’s early life with Daddy and Cathy has 

turned menacing and fearful. They lived apart in the house 

that Daddy built for them in the woods with his bare hands. 

They foraged and hunted. Sometimes, their father 

disappeared, and would return with a rage in his eyes. But 

when he was at home, he was at peace. But then Local men, 

greedy and watchful, began to circle like vultures.  

Literary fiction Shortlisted for the 

Man Booker Prize 

2017 

311 2018 Book 

 

Mukherjee, 

Abir 

A rising man  

India, 1919. Captain Sam Wyndham, former Scotland Yard 

detective, is a new arrival to Calcutta. Desperately seeking a 

fresh start after his experiences during the Great War, he has 

been recruited to head up a new post in the police force. But 

soon Wyndham is caught up in a murder investigation that 

will take him into the dark underbelly of the British Raj. 

Crime fiction 

Historical 

fiction 

 

Book 1 in series. 

Winner of the CWA 

Historical Dagger 

2017.  

386 2017 Book 

Audiobook 

Large Print 

Ebook(BB) 

Eaudio(U) 
 

Mukherjee, 

Abir 

A necessary evil  

India, 1920. The fabulously wealthy kingdom of Sambalpore is 

home to tigers, elephants, diamond mines and the beautiful 

Palace of the Sun. But when the heir to the throne is 

assassinated in the presence of Captain Sam Wyndham and 

Sergeant Banerjee of the Calcutta Police Force, they discover 

a kingdom riven with suppressed conflict.  

Crime fiction 

Historical 

fiction 

 

Book 2 in series. 

Winner of the 

Wilbur Smith 

Adventure Writing 

Prize 2018. Zoe Ball 

Book Club 2018 

374 2018 Book 

Large Print 

Ebook(BB) 
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Nesbo, Jo The thirst 

A woman is found murdered after an internet date. The 

marks left on her body show the police that they are dealing 

with a particularly vicious killer. Under pressure to find the 

murderer, the force know there's only one man for the job - 

but Harry Hole is reluctant to return to the place that almost 

took everything from him, util he starts to suspect a 

connection between this killing and his one failed case.  

Crime fiction 

Books in 

translation 

Part of the Harry 

Hole series. Richard 

and Judy Book Club 

2018 

632 2018 Book 

Audiobook 

Ebook(BB) 

Eaudio(U) 

 

Ng, Celeste Little fires everywhere 

In Shaker Heights, a suburb of Cleveland, everything is 

meticulously planned - from the layout of the roads, to the 

colours of the houses, to the successful lives its residents will 

go on to lead. And no one embodies this spirit more than 

Elena Richardson. Enter Mia Warren - an enigmatic artist and 

single mother- who arrives in this idyllic bubble with her 

teenage daughter Pearl. 

Literary fiction Winner of the 

Goodreads Choice 

Awards for Fiction 

2017 

388 2018 Book 

Large Print 

 

Niffenegger, 

Audrey 

The time traveler’s wife 

This is the story of Henry and Clare, who have known each 

other since Clare was six and Henry was 36, and were married 

when Clare was 22 and Henry was 30. This is possible only 

because Henry is one of the first people diagnosed with 

chrono-displacement-disorder. 

Literary fiction 

 

British Book Award 

Winner 2006 

518 2005 Book 

 

O’Farrell, 

Maggie 

I am, I am, I am : seventeen brushes with death 

This is a memoir with a difference: seventeen encounters 

with Maggie at different ages, in different locations, reveal to 

us a whole life in a series of tense, visceral snapshots. It is a 

book to make you question yourself: what would you do if 

your life was in danger? How would you react? And what 

would you stand to lose? 

Non-fiction 

Memoir 

Zoe Ball Book Club 

& Shorlisted for the 

Pen Ackerley Prize 

20018 

290 2018 Book 

Audiobook 

Large Print 

Eaudio(U) 

 

Ondaatje, 

Michael 

The English patient 

The final curtain is closing on the Second World War, and 

Hana, a nurse, stays behind in an abandoned Italian villa to 

tend to her only remaining patient. Rescued by Bedouins 

from a burning plane, he is English, anonymous, damaged 

beyond recognition and haunted by his memories of passion 

and betrayal.  

Literary fiction 

Modern classic 

fiction 

World War II 

 

Winner of the  

Booker Prize 1992 

& the Golden Man 

Booker Prize 20018 

336 1992 Book 

Ebook(BB) 
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Pendziwol, 

Jean 

The Lightkeeper’s daughters 

Elizabeth's eyes have failed. When her father's journals are 

discovered on a shipwrecked boat, she enlists the help of a 

delinquent teen, Morgan, to read to her. As an unlikely 

friendship grows, Elizabeth is carried back to her childhood 

home,the lighthouse on Porphyry Island, and her twin sister.. 

Literary fiction Radio 2 Book Club 

2018 

310 2018 Book 

Audiobook 

Large Print 

 

Pullman, 

Phiilp 

La Belle Sauvage  

Malcolm Polstead's Oxford life has been one of routine.  He is 

happiest playing with his daemon, Asta, in their canoe, La 

Belle Sauvage. But now as the rain builds, the world around 

Malcolm and Asta is set to become increasingly far from 

ordinary. Finding himself linked to a baby by the name of 

Lyra, Malcolm is forced to undertake the challenge of his life. 

Fantasy fiction Book of Dust 1. 

National Book 

Awards Winner 

2018 & Winner of 

Waterstones Book 

of the Year 2017 

569 2018 Book 

Audiobook 

Ebook(BB) 

Eaudio(RB) 

 

Purcell, Laura The silent companions 

Newly married and widowed Elsie is sent to see out her 

pregnancy at her late husband's crumbling country estate. 

With her new servants resentful and local villagers hostile, 

Elsie only has her husband's awkward cousin for company. 

But inside her new home is a locked room, and within lies a 

200-year-old diary and a deeply unsettling painted wooden 

figure that bears a striking resemblance to Elsie herself. 

Literary fiction 

Horror 

Radio 2 Book Club 

2018 & Zoe Ball 

Book Club 2018.  

Winner of the WHS 

Thumpingly Good 

Read Award 2018. 

364 2018 Book 

Large Print 

Ebook(BB) 

 

Rahman, 

Khurrum 

East of Housnlow 

Jay is a dope dealer living in West London. He goes to mosque 

on Friday, and he's just bought his pride and joy - a BMW. He 

lives with his mum, and life seems sweet. But MI5 have been 

watching him, and they think he's just the man they need for 

a delicate mission. One thing’s for sure: now he’s a long way 

East of Hounslow, Jay’s life will never be the same again. 

Thriller 

Humour 

Shortlisted for 

Theakstons Crime 

Novel of the Year 

2019, CWA Debut 

Dagger 2019 & 

Crime Fest Last 

Laugh 2018.  

350 2018 Book 

Ebook(BB) 

Eaudio(RB 

&BB) 

 

Reyes, Emma The book of Emma Reyes: a memoir in correspondence 

Comprised of letters written over the course of 30 years this 

memoir describes in vivid, painterly detail the remarkable 

courage and limitless imagination of a young girl growing up 

in Latin America in extreme poverty. It was hailed as an 

instant classic when first published in Colombia 9 years after 

the death of its author, who was encouraged in her writing by 

Gabriel García Márquez.  

Non-fiction 

Memoir 

Books in 

Translation 

“No other book I've 

ever read has left 

me so deeply 

involved with its 

author'” Diana 

Athill 

177 2018 Book 
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Richmond, 

Michelle 

The marriage pact 

Newlyweds Jake and Alice are offered membership of a club 

which promises members will never divorce. Signing The Pact 

seems the ideal start to their marriage. Until one of them 

breaks the rules. Because The Pact is for life. And its members 

will go to any lengths to ensure nobody leaves. 

Psychological 

thriller 

Richard and Judy 

Book Club 2018 

483 2018 Book 

 

Rooney, Sally Conversations with friends 

Frances is 21, cool-headed, and darkly observant. A college 

student in Dublin and aspiring writer, she works at a literary 

agency by day. At night, she performs spoken word with her 

best friend (and ex-girlfriend) Bobbi. When they are profiled 

by a well-known journalist, they enter an exotic orbit of 

beautiful houses, dinner parties and holidays in Provence.  

Literary fiction Winner of the 

Sunday Times 

Young Writer of 

the Year 2019. 

Shortlisted for the 

Rathbones Folio 

Prize 2018 

321 2018 Book 

Audiobook 

Large Print 

Ebook(BB) 

Eaudio(RB) 
 

Roy, 

Arundhati 

The ministry of utmost happiness 

We meet Anjum, who used to be Aftab, who runs a 

guesthouse in an Old Delhi graveyard and gathers around her 

the lost, the broken and the cast out. We meet Tilo, an 

architect, who, although she is loved by three men, lives in a 

'country of her own skin'. When Tilo claims an abandoned 

baby, her and Anjum’s destinies become entangled. 

Literary fiction Longlisted for the 

Women’s Prize for 

Fiction 2018 & The 

Man Booker Prize 

2017 

445 2018 Book 

 

Sanghera, 

Sathnam 

The boy with the topknot 

Growing up in Wolverhampton in the 80s included George 

Michael mix-tapes, Dallas, and the occasional Bounty Bar. But 

also his wardrobe of tartan smocks, 30p-an-hour job at the 

local sewing factory and the challenge of how to tie the 

perfect top-knot. Then there was his family, whose strange 

and often difficult behaviour he originally took for granted. 

Non-fiction 

Memoir 

"Could not be more 

enjoyable, 

engaging or 

moving" The 

Observer 

323 2009 Book 

Audiobook 

Ebook(BB) 

Eaudio(RB) 

 

Saunders, 

George 

Lincoln in the Bardo 

The American Civil War rages while President Lincoln's 

beloved eleven-year-old son lies gravely ill. In a matter of 

days, Willie dies and is laid to rest in a Georgetown cemetery. 

Newspapers report that a grief-stricken Lincoln returns to the 

crypt several times alone to hold his boy's body. From this 

seed of historical truth, comes an unforgettable story of 

familial love and loss that breaks free of realism, entering a 

thrilling, supernatural domain both hilarious and terrifying. 

Literary fiction 

Historical 

fiction 

Winner of the Man 

Booker Prize 2017 

341 2018 Book 

Audiobook 

Large Print 

Ebook(BB) 

Eaudio(BB) 
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Schwalbe, Will Books for living 

For Will Schwalbe, reading is a way to entertain himself but 

also to make sense of the world, to become a better person, 

and to find the answers to the big (and small) questions 

about how to live his life. Here he invites us along on his 

quest for books that speak to the specific challenges of living 

in our modern world, with all its noise and distractions. 

Non-fiction 

Books and 

Reading 

“A life-enhancing 

celebration of the 

power of books 

and reading” The 

Independent 

272 2018 Book 

 

Sebold, Alice The lovely bones 

In heaven, Susie Salmon can have whatever she wishes for - 

except what she most wants, which is to be back with the 

people she loved on earth. In the wake of her murder, Susie 

watches as her happy suburban family is torn apart by grief; 

as her friends grow up, fall in love, and do all the things she 

never had the chance to do herself.  

Contemporary 

fiction 

New York Times 

Bestseller 

Released as a 

feature film in 2009 

336 2002 Book 

Large Print 

DVD 

Eaudio(BB) 

 

Shaffer, Mary 

Ann 

The Guernsey literary and potato peel pie society 

It's January, 1946, and writer Juliet Ashton sits at her desk, 

vainly seeking a subject for her next book. Out of the blue, 

she receives a letter from one Dawsey Adams of Guernsey - 

by chance, he's acquired a secondhand book that once 

belonged to Juliet - and, spurred on by their mutual love of 

Charles Lamb, they begin a correspondence. 

Fiction 

World War II 

New York Times 

Bestseller 

Released as a 

feature film in 2018 

251 2008 Book 

Audiobook 

Large Print 

DVD 

Ebook(BB) 
 

Shamsie, 

Kamila 

Home Fire 

Isma is free. After years spent raising her twin siblings after 

their mother's death, she is finally studying in America. But 

she can't stop worrying about Aneeka, her headstrong sister 

back in London - or their brother, Parvaiz, who's disappeared 

in pursuit of his own dream: to prove himself to the dark 

legacy of the jihadist father he never knew.  

Literary fiction Winner of the 

Women’s Prize for 

fiction 2018. 

Shortlisted for the 

Costa Novel Award 

2017 

264 2018 Book 

Large Print 

Ebook(BB) 

Eaudio(BB) 

 

Shreve, Anita The stars are fire 

1947. Fires are racing across Maine after a summer-long 

drought.  Pregnant, Grace Holland is left alone to protect her 

two toddlers when her difficult husband joins the volunteers 

fighting the fire. Along with her best friend and her young 

children, the women watch in horror as their houses go up in 

flames. When dawn comes, they have miraculously survived, 

but their lives are forever changed. 

Literary fiction “Anita 

Shreve...writes 

with such care and 

knowing that it's 

impossible not to 

be consumed by 

her storytelling” 

The Times 

320 2018 Book 

Audiobook 

Large Print 
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Sillitoe, Alan The loneliness of the long distance runner 

The title story in this collection tells of Smith, a defiant young 

rebel, inhabiting the no-man's land of institutionalised 

Borstal. As his steady jog-trot rhythm transports him over an 

unrelenting, frost-bitten earth, he wonders why, for whom 

and for what he is running. A groundbreaking work, capturing 

the grim isolation of the working class in the Midlands. 

Modern classic 

fiction 

Local author 

Short stories 

“Graphic, tough, 

outspoken, 

informal.” The 

Times 

176 1959 Book 

Large Print 

DVD 

Ebook(BB) 

 
 

Sillitoe, Alan Saturday night and Sunday morning 

Working all day at a lathe leaves Arthur Seaton with energy 

to spare in the evenings. A hard-drinking, hard-fighting young 

rebel of a man, he knows what he wants and he's sharp 

enough to get it.  A cult classic of working class life in post-

war Nottingham. 

Modern classic 

fiction 

Local author 

Winner of the 

Author's Club First 

Novel Award 1959 

219 1958 Book 

Ebook(BB) 

 

 

Slimani, Leila Lullaby 

When Myriam, a French-Moroccan lawyer, decides to return 

to work, she and her husband look for the perfect caretaker 

for their two young children. They never dreamed they would 

find quiet, polite and devoted Louise. The couple and nanny 

become more dependent on each other. But as jealousy, 

resentment and suspicions increase, Myriam and Paul's idyllic 

tableau is shattered. 

Contemporary 

fiction 

Books in 

translation 

 

Winner of the 

British Book 

Awards: Debut 

Novel of the Year 

2019  

Winner of the  Prix 

Goncourt 2016 

207 2018 Book 

Audiobook 

Large Print 

Ebook(BB) 

Eaudio(RB) 
 

Somerville, 

Christopher 

The January man: a year of walking Britain 

In 2006, shortly after my father died, I thought I saw him 

again - a momentary impression of an old man, a little 

stooped, setting off for a walk in his characteristic shabby 

quilted jacket. It was walking that brought us closer; and this 

'ghost' of Dad has been walking at my elbow since his death, 

as I have ruminated on his great love of walking, his 

prodigious need to do it - and how and why I walk myself. 

Non-fiction 

Memoir 

Natural world 

“A truly wonderful, 

uplifting book, 

bursting with life." 

Nicholas Crane 

381 2018 Book 

Audiobook 

 

Spark, Muriel Memento Mori 

Dame Lettie Colston is the first of her circle to receive 

insinuating anonymous phone calls. Neither she, nor her 

friends, wish to be reminded of their mortality and their 

geriatric feathers are ruffled. As the caller's activities become 

more widespread, old secrets are dusted off, exposing post 

and present duplicities, self-deception and blackmail. 

Literary fiction 

Modern classic 

fiction 

“This funny and 

macabre book has 

delighted me as 

much as any novel 

that I have read 

since the war” 

Graham Greene  

240 1959 Book 

Audiobook 
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Steiner, Susie Persons unknown 

As dusk falls a young man staggers through a park, far from 

home, bleeding heavily from a stab wound. He dies where he 

falls; cradled by a stranger, a woman's name on his lips in his 

last seconds of life. DI Manon Bradshaw can't help taking an 

interest - these days she only handles cold cases, but the man 

died just yards from the police station where she works. She's 

horrified to discover that both victim and prime suspect are 

more closely linked to her than she could have imagined. 

Crime fiction Richard and Judy 

Book Club 2018 

364 2018 Book 

Audiobook 

Large Print 

Ebook(BB) 

Eaudio(RB) 
 

Stott, Rebecca In the days of rain 

Rebecca was born into afundamentalist Christian sect, yet, as 

an intelligent, inquiring child she was always asking 

dangerous questions. She would discover that her father, had 

been asking them too. Rebecca gathers the broken threads of 

her father's story, and her own, and follows him into the 

thicket to tell of her family's experiences within the sect, and 

the decades-long aftermath of their breaking away. 

Non-fiction 

Memoir 

Winner of the 

Costa Biography 

Award 2017 

394 2017 Book 

Audiobook 

 

Strout, 

Elizabeth  

Anything is possible 

Years ago, Lucy Barton, a successful New York writer, spent 

time in hospital, with her mother at the foot of her bed to 

keep her company. Avoiding the distance between them, 

they spoke at length about people from their home town, the 

rural, dusty town of Amgash, Illinois. Writing these stories, 

Lucy imagines the lives of the people that she especially 

remembers. And the people she has imagined that, in small 

ways, have remembered her too.  

Literary fiction Shortlisted for the 

Rathbones Folio 

Prize 2018 

254 2018 Book 

Audiobook 

Ebook(BB) 

 

Tallent, 

Gabriel 

My absolute darling 

At 14, Turtle Alveston knows the use of every gun on her 

wall; that chaos is coming and only the strong will survive; 

that her daddy loves her more than anything else in this 

world. And he'll do whatever it takes to keep her with him. 

She doesn't know why she feels so different from the other 

girls at school; why the line between love and pain can be so 

hard to see; why making a friend may be the bravest and 

most terrifying thing she has ever done; and what her daddy 

will do when he finds out. 

Psychological 

thriller 

 

A Times & 

Guardian Book of 

the Year 2017 

417 2018 Book 

Large Print 

Ebook(BB) 
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Taylor, 

Elizabeth 

Mrs Palfrey at the Claremont 

On a rainy Sunday in January, the recently widowed Mrs 

Palfrey arrives at the Claremont Hotel where she will spend 

her remaining days. Her fellow residents are magnificently 

eccentric and endlessly curious, living off crumbs of affection 

and snippets of gossip. Together, upper lips stiffened, they 

fight off their twin enemies: boredom and the Grim Reaper. 

Then one day Mrs Palfrey strikes up an unlikely friendship 

with impoverished young writer, Ludo. 

Literary fiction 

Modern classic 

fiction 

Shortlisted frot eh 

Booker Prize 1971 

205 1971 Book 

 

Thomas, 

Angie 

The hate u give 

Sixteen-year-old Starr lives in two worlds: the poor 

neighbourhood where she was born and raised and her posh 

high school in the suburbs. The uneasy balance between 

them is shattered when Starr is the only witness to the fatal 

shooting of her unarmed best friend, Khalil, by a police 

officer. Now what Starr says could destroy her community. It 

could also get her killed. 

Contemporary 

fiction 

Winner of the 

Waterstones 

Children's Book 

Prize 2018 & the 

British Book 

Awards Children's 

Book of the Year 

2018 

437 2017 Book 

DVD 

Ebook(BB) 

 

Tomalin, 

Claire 

A life of my own 

Claire Tomalin has written biographies of great novelists and 

poets to huge success: now, she looks at her own life. This 

memoir follows her through triumph and tragedy in about 

equal measure, from the disastrous marriage of her parents 

and her often difficult wartime childhood, to her own 

marriage to the brilliant young journalist Nicholas Tomalin. 

Non-fiction 

Memoir 

Sunday Times 

bestseller 

334 2018 Book 

 

 

Toole, John 

Kennedy  

A confederacy of dunces 

A monument to sloth, rant and contempt, a behemoth of fat, 

flatulence and furious suspicion of anything modern - this is 

Ignatius J. Reilly of New Orleans, noble crusader against a 

world of dunces. The ordinary folk of New Orleans seem to 

think he is unhinged. Ignatius ignores them, heaving his vast 

bulk through the city's fleshpots in a noble crusade against 

vice, modernity and ignorance. But his momma has a nasty 

surprise in store for him: Ignatius must get a job. 

Modern classic 

fiction 

Humour 

Published years 

after death of 

author in 1969 

Winner of the 

Pulitzer Prize for 

Fiction 1981  

338 1981 Book 
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Towles, Amor A gentleman in Moscow 

In 1922 Russia, Count Rostov is sentenced to house arrest in a 

grand hotel across from the Kremlin. Rostov, a man of 

erudition and wit, has never worked a day in his life, and 

must now live in an attic room while tumultuous decades in 

Russian history are unfolding outside the hotel's doors. 

Unexpectedly, his reduced circumstances provide him a 

doorway into a much larger world of emotional discovery. 

Historical 

fiction 

Literary fiction 

A Times & Sunday 

Times Book of the 

Year 2017 & an 

Independent Book 

of the Decade 

2010-2020 

462 2017 Book 

Ebook(BB) 

Eaudio(BB) 

 

Underdown, 

Beth 

The Witchfinder’s sister 

When Alice Hopkins' husband dies in a tragic accident, she 

returns to the small Essex town of Manningtree, where her 

brother Matthew still lives. But home is no longer a place of 

safety. Matthew has changed, and there are rumours 

spreading through the town: whispers of witchcraft, and of a 

great book, in which he is gathering women's names. 

Historical 

fiction 

Thriller 

Richard and Judy 

Book Club 2018 

353 2017 Book 

Audiobook 

Large Print 

Eaudio(BB) 

 

Vigan, 

Delphine de 

Based on a true story 

Overwhelmed by the huge success of her latest novel, 

Delphine meets L, who, sophisticated and unusually intuitive, 

slowly but deliberately carves herself a niche in the writer's 

life. However, as she makes herself indispensable to 

Delphine, the intensity of this unexpected friendship 

manifests itself in increasingly sinister ways. 

Psychological 

thriller 

Books in 

translation 

“An excellent 

novel: malign, 

Machiavellian, 

manipulative … 

This new book is a 

struggle to put 

down” –   Parisien 

376 2017 Book 

Large Print 

 

Von Arnim, 

Elizabeth  

The enchanted April 

A discreet advertisement in The Times lures four very 

different women away from the dismal British weather to San 

Salvatore, a castle high above a bay on the sunny Italian 

Riviera. There, the Mediterranean spirit stirs the souls of Mrs 

Arbuthnot, Mrs Wilkins, Lady Caroline Dester and Mrs Fisher, 

and remarkable changes occur. 

Modern classic 

fiction 

 

“Elizabeth von 

Armin's most 

charming novel in 

every sense: it 

casts a spell...a sun-

washed fairytale “ 

Observer 

170 1922 Book 

 

Walker, Alice The color purple 

Set in the deep American South between the wars, this is the 

classic tale of Celie, a young black girl born into poverty and 

segregation. Raped repeatedly by the man she calls 'father', 

she has two children taken away from her, is separated from 

her beloved sister Nettie and is trapped into an ugly 

marriage. 

Literary fiction 

Modern classic 

fiction 

Winner of the  

Pulitzer Prize for 

Fiction 1983 &The 

National Book 

Award for Fiction 

261 1982 Book 

Audiobook 

Eaudio(BB) 
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Ward, Jesmyn Sing, unburied, sing 

An intimate portrait of a family and an epic tale of hope and 

struggle examining the ugly truths at the heart of the 

American story. Jojo is 13 and trying to understand what it 

means to be a man. His mother, Leonie, is in constant conflict 

with herself and those around her. She is black and her 

children's father is white.  

Literary fiction Shortlisted for the 

Women's Prize for 

Fiction 2018 & 

Winner of the 

National Book 

Award 2017 

289 2008 Book 

 

Ware, Ruth The lying game 

Isa and her three best friends used to play the Lying Game, 

competing to convince people of outrageous stories. Now, 

after 17 years of hiding the truth, something terrible has 

been found on the beach. The friends’ darkest secret is about 

to come to light 

Psychological 

thriller 

New York Times 

Bestselling Author 

448 2018 Book 

Audiobook 

Large Print 

Ebook(BB) 

Eaudio(U) 
 

Waters, Sarah Fingersmith 

London 1862. Sue Trinder, orphaned at birth, grows up 

among petty thieves - fingersmiths - under the rough but 

loving care of Mrs Sucksby and her 'family'. But from the 

moment she draws breath, Sue's fate is linked to that of 

another orphan growing up in a gloomy mansion not too 

many miles away. 

Literary fiction 

Historical 

fiction 

Shortlisted for the 

Orange Prize and 

the Man Booker 

Prize 2002 

548 2002 Book 

Audiobook 

 

Waters, Sarah The little stranger 

In a dusty post-war summer in rural Warwickshire, a doctor is 

called to a patient at lonely Hundreds Hall. Home to the Ayres 

family for over two centuries, the Georgian house, once 

grand and handsome, is now in decline, its owners - mother, 

son and daughter - struggling to keep pace.  But are the 

Ayreses haunted by something more sinister than a dying 

way of life?  

Literary fiction 

Supernatural 

fiction 

Shortlisted for the 

Man Booker Prize 

2009 

501 2010 Book 

Audiobook 

 

Waters, Sarah The paying guests 

It is 1922, and London is tense. Ex-servicemen are 

disillusioned, the out-of-work and the hungry are demanding 

change. And in a genteel Camberwell villa, a large silent 

house now bereft of brothers, husband and even servants, 

life is about to be transformed, as impoverished widow Mrs 

Wray and her spinster daughter, Frances, are obliged to take 

in lodgers. 

Literary fiction 

Historical 

fiction 

Shortlisted for the 

Women’s Prize for 

Fiction 2015 

599 2015 Book 

 

 



33 

 

Watson, 

W.F.N. 

Miss Pettigrew lives for a day 

Miss Pettigrew is a down-on-her-luck, middle-aged governess 

sent by an employment agency to work for a nightclub singer 

rather than a household of unruly children. Over a period of 

just 24 hours, her life is changed - forever. 

Modern classic 

fiction 

Humour 

“The sweetest 

grown-up book in 

the world” The 

Sunday Times 

233 1938 Book 

Audiobook 

 

Waugh, 

Evelyn 

Brideshead revisited 

Charles Ryder, a lonely student at Oxford, is captivated by the 

outrageous and exquisitely beautiful Sebastian Flyte. Invited 

to Brideshead, Sebastian's magnificent family home, Charles 

welcomes the attentions of its eccentric, aristocratic 

inhabitants. But he also discovers a world where duty and 

desire, faith and earthly happiness are in conflict. 

Literary fiction 

Modern classic 

fiction 

In 2009, Newsweek 

magazine listed it 

as one of the 100 

best books of world 

literature. 

416 1945 Book 

 

 

Webb, Robert How not to be a boy 

Looking back over his life, from schoolboy crushes to 

discovering the power of making people laugh, and from 

losing his beloved mother to becoming a husband and father, 

Robert Webb considers the absurd expectations boys and 

men have thrust upon them at every stage of life. Hilarious 

and heartbreaking, this book explores the relationships that 

made Robert who he is as a man. 

Non-fiction 

Memoir 

Humour 

“Funny, poignant, 

revealing” - Daily 

Telegraph 

328 2018 Book 

Audiobook 

Large Print 

 

Wesley, Mary The camomile lawn 

Behind the large house, the camomile lawn stretches down to 

the Cornish cliffs. Here, in the dizzying heat of August 1939, 5 

cousins have gathered at their aunt's house for their annual 

ritual of a holiday. For most of them it is the last summer of 

their youth, with the heady exhilarations and freedoms of 

lost innocence, as well as the fears of the coming war. 

Literary fiction 

Modern classic 

fiction 

World War II 

“rich in detail, 

careful and subtle 

in observation, 

mature in 

judgement” Susan 

Hill 

352 1984 Book 

Eaudio(BB) 

 

Westaby, 

Stephen 

Fragile lives 

An incredible memoir from one of the world's most eminent 

heart surgeons, recalling some of the most remarkable and 

poignant cases he's worked on. The balance between life and 

death is so delicate, and the heart surgeon walks that rope 

between the two. In the operating room there is no time for 

doubt. It is flesh, blood, rib-retractors and pumping the vital 

organ with your bare hand to squeeze the life back into it.  

Non-fiction 

Memoir 

Shortlisted for the 

Costa Book 

Awards: Biography 

2018 

340 2018 Book 

Audiobook 
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Wharton, 

Edith 

The age of innoncence 

Newland Archer and May Welland are the perfect couple. He 

is a wealthy young lawyer and she is a lovely and sweet-

natured girl. All seems set for success until the arrival of 

May's unconventional cousin Ellen Olenska, who returns from 

Europe without her husband and proceeds to shake up polite 

New York society.  

Literary fiction 

Classic fiction 

Historical 

fiction 

Winner of the 

Pulitzer Prize for 

Fiction 1921 

308 1920 Book 

Large Print 

Eaudio(BB) 

 

Whitehead, 

Colson 

The underground railroad 

Cora is a slave on a cotton plantation in Georgia. All the slaves 

lead a hellish existence, but Cora is an outcast even among 

her fellow Africans and is approaching womanhood, where 

even greater pain awaits. When Caesar, a slave recently 

arrived from Virginia, tells her about the Underground 

Railroad, they take the perilous decision to escape. 

Literary fiction 

Historical 

fiction 

Winner of the 

Pulitzer Prize for 

Fiction 2017 & The 

Arthur C. Clarke 

Award 2017 

366 2017 Book 

Large Print 

Eaudio(RB) 

 

Winder, 

Robert 

The last wolf 

It is often assumed that the national identity of England must 

be a matter of values and ideas. But in this account it is a land 

built on a lucky set of natural ingredients: the island setting 

that made it maritime; the rain that fed the grass that 

nourished the sheep that provided the wool, and the wheat 

fields that provided its cakes and ale. Then came the seams of 

iron and coal that made it an industrial giant.  

Non-fiction 

History 

“Spirited, 

provocative, wise, 

hugely 

entertaining” The 

Sunday Times 

470 2018 Book 

 

Winman, 

Sarah 

Tin Man 

This novel begins with a painting won in a raffle: 15 

sunflowers, hung on the wall by a woman who believes that 

men and boys are capable of beautiful things. And then there 

are two boys, Ellis and Michael, who are inseparable. And the 

boys become men, and then Annie walks into their lives, and 

it changes nothing and everything. 

Literary fiction Shortlisted for the 

Costa Book Awards 

Novel Award 2017 

197 2018 Book 

Large print 

 

Winterson, 

Jeanette 

Oranges are not the only fruit 

This is the story of Jeanette, adopted and brought up by her 

mother as one of God's elect. Zealous and passionate, she 

seems seems destined for life as a missionary, but then she 

falls for one of her converts. At sixteen, Jeanette decides to 

leave the church, her home and her family, for the young 

woman she loves. 

Contemporary 

fiction 

Winner of the 

Whitbread First 

Novel Award 1985. 

224 1985 Book 

Ebook(BB) 
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Wise, Clare & 

Greg 

Not that kind of love 

A moving, thought-provoking and surprisingly humorous 

book which is both a description of a journey to death and a 

celebration of the act of living. Based on Clare Wise's blog, 

which she started when first diagnosed with cancer, it charts 

the highs and lows of the last 3 years of Clare's life. Clare is a 

dynamic, witty and fun personality and, as she becomes too 

weak to type, her brother Greg takes over, and the book 

morphs into a beautiful meditation on life, and the necessity 

of talking about death. 

Non-fiction 

Memoir 

“Readers will be 

both moved and 

inspired by it.” The 

Times 

313 2018 Book 

 

Worsley, Lucy Jane Austen at home 

This telling of the story of Jane's life shows us how and why 

she lived as she did, examining the rooms, spaces and 

possessions which mattered to her, and the way in which 

home is used in her novels to mean both a place of pleasure 

and a prison. 

Non-Ficton 

Biography 

History 

 

 

A Sunday Times 

bestseller  

486 2018 Book 

 

Zusak, Markus The book thief 

It is 1939. In Nazi Germany, the country is holding its breath. 

Death has never been busier - and will become busier still. By 

her brother's graveside, nine year old Liesel's life is changed 

forever when she picks up a single object, abandoned in the 

snow. It is The Gravedigger's Handbook, and this is her first 

act of book thievery. So begins Liesel's love affair with books 

and words, and soon she is stealing from Nazi book-burnings, 

the mayor's wife's library . . . wherever books can be found. 

Literary fiction 

World War II 

Sydney Morning 

Herald's Young 

Australian Novelist 

of the Year Award 

2006 

533 2007 Book 

Audiobook 

Ebook(BB) 

Eaudio(BB) 

 

 


