
                                                                                                                                   

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

Balen, Katya 

 

The appletree animal agency 

Walker Pbk £6.99 9781529519181  

Interest age:  
 

7+  Reading age: 8+ 
 

Mattie is desperate to have a puppy, but her dad doesn't believe she is responsible enough to 
look after a puppy. She finds the next best thing when she and her friend Zoë start helping 
the new vet and animal rescuer, Dr Polly. She and her friends have amazing adventures 

rescuing all sorts of animals in the village. But as the animal rescue gets more crowded, 
Mattie, Zoë and the vet's son, Casper, realise that they need to do something more. Can they 
help the animals find their forever homes? Gentle animal tale for young readers. Very well 
drawn relatable central characters, and a good mix of animal dramas to keep reader’s 
attention. Lovely leisure read, and start of a new series. 
 

 
 

 

Bello, Abiola 
 

Wild magic: legend of the black lion 

Simon & Schuster Pbk £6.99 9781398520486  
Interest age:  
 

7+  Reading age: 7+ 
 

Misha and Ziggy are no ordinary twins. They have a secret that no one else knows: Misha can 

speak to animals and Ziggy can shapeshift into them. The siblings couldn't be happier to be 
joining their wildlife presenter father on a trip to Ethiopia, and they're determined to help him 
get the best footage of the legendary black lion. But, when the black lion goes missing, Misha 
and Ziggy are certain their powers can track it down. Fun leisure read with engaging central 
characters and just the right amount of jeopardy. Black and white illustrations throughout. 
 
 

 
 

 

Chisholm, Alastair 
 

Blitzers 

Barrington Stoke Pbk £7.99 9780008723712  
Interest age:  
 

9+  Reading age: 8+ 
 

Everyone is desperate to have a Blitzer, the new fighting-game craze. But Danny's Blitzer is 
broken which makes him a laughing stock. His brother tells him to wipe the code and start 
again, but when he does something different everything changes. For the people behind 

Blitzers are hiding a deadly secret, and now everyone is in danger. Can Danny uncover the 
truth? Short pithy read with manga-style illustrations for extra appeal. 
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Eyeson, Abena 
 

Running my own race 

Nosy Crow Pbk £7.99 9781805133735  
Interest age: 

  

9+  Reading age: 9+ 

 
Kofi's mum is determined he's going to be 'somebody'. But when Kofi is given a place at a 

prestigious private school because of his athletic ability, everything changes. Kofi dreams of 
being a professional athlete but he soon finds following your heart isn't an easy road. He is 
under pressure from his mum to make the most of his academic opportunity, his best friend 
doesn't want him to change, his community wants him to make them proud, and then he has 
a rival who will do anything to make sure Kofi doesn't outshine him. Can Kofi find a way to 

follow his own path? Very good narrative about family and relationships and following your 
dreams. The central character is very relatable, as are his struggles. 
 
 

 
 

Kent, Nicola 
 

The talent show 

OUP Pbk £6.99 9780192788474  
Interest age:  
 

6+  Reading age: 7+ 
 

Cat and Dumpling are best friends, but they're very different in their personalities and 
interests. When they are having a Quiet Day in the garden, Dumpling is happy but Cat wants 
to do something exciting so what better than signing up for a talent show. Then, very soon 

they start to squabble and  become rivals in the talent show. How can they possibly remain 

friends now? Short story with colour illustrations perfect for emergent readers. 
 
 

 
 

Lessore, Nathanael 
 

Solving crimes is not my superpower 

Little tiger Pbk £7.99 9781788956642  
Interest age:  

 

8+  Reading age: 8+ 

 
The small town of Walsham became very special 80 years ago when a renowned explorer 
settled there with his mysterious treasure. The magical power of this treasure gives everyone 
in the town superpowers. Well, all except Sara it seems, who just longs to find out what her 
power will be. Then, one day the precious football trophy is stolen from the school trophy 
cabinet, and things start to fall apart in the town. Sara and her friends set about using their 

sleuthing skills and powers to track down the culprit and save the football tournament.  
Madcap mystery tale with plenty of humour and crazy superhero antics which would make a 
good leisure read. Black and white illustrations and use of different fonts help give it a comic 

book vibe for added appeal. 
 

 
 

Miller, Ben 
 

Robin Hood aged 10 3/4 

Simon & Schuster Pbk £7.99 9781398515949  
Interest age:  
 

9+  Reading age: 9+ 
 

Charlie is lonely having moved to a new school and prefers to escape by getting lost in a good 
book. She is currently reading a story about Robin Hood.  When she finds herself on the other 
side of the library in a different world, she must go on a quest to save the people of the forest 
from the dastardly Sheriff who looks a lot like her mean teacher. Learning to use a bow and 

arrow and standing up against the bullies is hard, but some friends may help her on the way. 
Easy to read narrative and perfect for leisure reading. 
 
 
 

 

 

Packham, Simon 

 

Zak Monroe is (not) my friend 

Uclan Pbk £7.99 9781916747555  
Interest age:  
 

9+  Reading age: 9+ 
 

Sam has been best friends with Cal, Fin and Jay for ever. They're all about to move up to a 
new school together, and Sam is desperate for them to put him on their friends lists for their 
new tutor groups. He’ll do absolutely anything so they don’t think he’s becoming friends with 

the 'weird' new boy Zak Monroe. But, what lengths is Sam prepared to go to, and what will 
happen when these two sides of Sam's life collide? Excellent relationship story which many 
young readers will relate to. Sam is a very well-drawn character, and the descriptions of his 
dilemmas may often make the reader squirm. Very satisfying, quite easy read with short 
chapters and ultimately uplifting resolution. 
 



                                                                                                                                   

 

 

 
Pearson, Jenny 
 

 
Shrapnel boys 

Usborne Pbk £7.99 9781805312963  

Interest age:  
 

10+  Reading age: 10+ 
 

When war comes to London in 1939, Ronnie Smith is scared and excited: scared of the bombs 
that fall at night, but excited to race his friends to collect the best bits of shrapnel every 
morning. But for Ronnie, the battles are also at school and at home. His little brother is up to 
no good with a secret job and dangerous new friends, and Ronnie's worried he's getting 
himself into big trouble. But as Ronnie tries to help, he uncovers secrets that could change 

the fate of the whole war. Superb immersive narrative which grips the reader from the first 
page. Ronnie and his gang are flawed but extremely well-defined characters who the reader 
really gets to know. Strong themes of friendship, courage and moral integrity. 
 
 

 

 

Randall-Jones, Emily 

 

The Scream of the Whistle 

Chicken House Pbk £7.99 9781915947147  
Interest age:  
 

10+  Reading age: 10+ 
 

Ruby is very despondent as her parents have split up and now she’s stuck with her grandma 
in a deserted and creepy village. Ruby sets out on a quest which she thinks will bring her 

parents back together. At night she decides to escape and follow the ancient train track back 

to her old house. But she encounters an old steam train and is welcomed on board by a guard 
dressed in old fashioned garb. The train is not what she thinks and soon realises she is 
trapped with her fellow passengers on a train which never stops. A very exciting, fast paced 
and tense story. Can Ruby escape the train and change the past? 
 
 

 
 

Shepherd, Andy 

 

The Wood Where magic Grows 

Picadilly Pbk £7.99 9781800785717  
Interest age:  
 

7+  Reading age: 7+ 
 

When Iggy discovers overgrown Wildtop Wood at the end of his new garden, he couldn't be 
more excited. But some say the wood is a place of danger and mystery. And as Iggy and his 

brother Cal venture further into the trees, they hear whispers of a fading green magic. Could 
it be that the wood needs them just as much as they need it? A very gentle story about 
adapting to change. Lovely line drawings add to the appeal. First in a new series. 

 
 

 

 

Sherrick, Ally 
 

Rebel heart 

Chicken House Pbk £7.99 9781915026996  
Interest age:  
 

10+  Reading age: 10+ 
 

The year is 1645 and the English Civil War is raging across the country. Merriweather Pryce is 
the daughter of a nobleman fighting for King Charles I, and when her home is besieged by 
Cromwell’s army, Merri sets out to get help. But in a land filled with enemy soldiers, turncoats 
and spies, who can she really trust? Good adventure story with a plucky and resourceful 

central character in Merri. The historical detail is well described in setting the scene, and the 
jeopardy and twists of fortune give a good sense of the danger of those times. Enjoyable 
historical leisure fiction read. 
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