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2 WELCOME

HELP & ADVICEDID YOU KNOW?

WE ARE REGISTERED AS  
AN ARTS AWARD SUPPORTER 
Offering a wide cultural programme across our 
venues. Many of our events are free or incur a 
very small charge and many can be accessed  
by young people looking for opportunities  
locally to help them achieve an Arts Award.

WE ARE ONE OF ARTS COUNCIL 
ENGLAND’S NATIONAL  
PORTFOLIO ORGANISATIONS
It’s our delight to present a funded  
programme of work for all. 
Visit: inspireculture.org.uk/npo for full details.

WE DELIVER A RANGE OF  
ARTS, CULTURAL, LEARNING  
AND LIBRARY SERVICES 
Funded by and delivered on behalf  
of Nottinghamshire County Council.

BOOKING EVENTS 
Tickets for events can be booked online,  
in person at the library, or by phone. 

Tickets are non-refundable unless an event  
is cancelled. Programme is subject to change 
and all details are correct at time of print.

CONTACT INSPIRE
Phone: 01623 677 200 
Email: ask@inspireculture.org.uk 
inspireculture.org.uk

KEEP UP TO DATE
Follow us on social media and keep up  
to date with all our latest news and events.

  @NottsLibraries      @InspireCultureNotts 
You can also sign up to receive our newsletters 
direct to your email inbox – select from a range 
of preferences based on your own interests at: 
inspireculture.org.uk/emails

ACCESS
Please visit: inspireculture.org.uk/access  
to find out more about access and facilities  
at your local library.

This brochure is available  
in large format, or text-only. 

Visit our website  
inspireculture.org.uk/whatson 
to read online, or a copy can be  

made available at your local  
library upon request.

Accessible 
formats

WE ARE REGISTERED FOR  
THE FAMILY ARTS STANDARDS  
AND AGE FRIENDLY STANDARDS 
These are for family events and events  
for older people in our four largest libraries – 
Beeston, Mansfield Central, West Bridgford  
and Worksop. This means we are working  
hard to make you feel welcome.
familyarts.co.uk

CBP030871

www.hirdcreates.co.uk
www.familyarts.co.uk
www.inspireculture.org.uk/npo
mailto:ask@inspireculture.org.uk
www.inspireculture.org.uk
www.inspireculture.org.uk/emails
www.inspireculture.org.uk/access
www.facebook.com/NottsLibraries/
www.instagram.com/inspireculturenotts
www.inspireculture.org.uk/whatson
www.carbonbalancedpaper.com
www.fsc.org
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Booking Info: No booking neededBooking required Advised booking

ARTS & CULTURE 
LIVE AT YOUR  
LIBRARY & BEYOND

HAPPY 1OTH BIRTHDAY TO INSPIRE!
This What’s On Guide begins on an exciting 
date as 1 April 2026 officially marks 10 years 
since the organisation was established.

You’ll find opportunities to celebrate with  
us throughout this guide, plus many more  
to come throughout the year.

It feels right that our tenth anniversary  
falls on the same year as The National Year  
of Reading, which is in full swing! Go All In  
with what you already love with our author 
visits - whether that’s crime fiction, romantasy, 
or the summer of sport. Plus, you’ll have the 
opportunity to vote for Inspire’s Favourite 
Reads, and it’s time for the annual Summer 
Reading Challenge! This year’s theme  
Read to the Beat invites children to explore 
how music and storytelling unite. 

Hands On Heritage Day  
returns to Mansfield Central  
Library in May, bringing fun and free  
heritage activities for all the family. For fans 
of a popular television show, Nottinghamshire 
Archives have a new event that invites you to 
catch a secret traitor as you become a Spy 
at the Archives, delving into the history of 
Nottingham in the Second World War. 

THIS IS JUST A SMALL OVERVIEW  
OF SOME OF THE EVENTS WE’VE GOT 
PLANNED IN OUR BIRTHDAY YEAR. 
Read on to find out what’s on near you  
– including live music, family theatre,  
activities for under 5s, exhibitions,  
film screenings, and much more!

CONTENTS PAGES

SUMMER READING CHALLENGE 4 – 5

CHILDREN AND FAMILIES 6 – 11

READING 12 – 15

HERITAGE 16 – 21

FILM EVENTS 22 – 24

HEALTHIER, HAPPIER, CONNECTED, CREATIVE 25

EXHIBITIONS 26 – 28 

JAZZ 29

INSPIRE YOUTH ARTS EVENTS 30 – 31

We look forward to welcoming you soon. 
Peter Gaw Chief Executive, Inspire.



HOW TO TAKE PART!

CHILDREN CAN ALSO TAKE PART ONLINE  TO EARN DIGITAL BADGES AND REWARDS.

SUMMER READING CHALLENGE 2026 4

THE MINI 
CHALLENGE!
Under 4s can join in  

with their own bite-sized 

version of the Summer 

Reading Challenge.

Summer Reading Challenge 

READ TO THE BEAT
FREE All Inspire Libraries 
Saturday 4 July – Sunday 6 September

FIND YOUR READING 
RHYTHM THIS SUMMER
We’ll be inspiring children to explore  
the rhythm and melody of reading in the  
2026 Summer Reading Challenge. Read  
to the Beat will celebrate music & sound –  
exploring how music and storytelling unite.   

Children are invited to borrow and read library 
books over the summer. There are stickers  
to collect, with a medal and certificate for 
those who complete six reading goals  
(that they choose!).

The Summer Reading Challenge is a  
great opportunity for children to find books 
they love. They choose what they want  
to read – story books, information books, 
e-books, audio books, poetry, comic, joke 
books, and graphic novels, all reading  
counts – children set their own tempo.   
Suitable for children aged 4 – 11.

inspireculture.org.uk/SummerReadingChallenge

Summer Reading Challenge 2026: Read to the Beat is delivered by The Reading 

Agency in partnership with public libraries and powered by Universal Music UK.

SIGN UP FOR FREE AT THE LIBRARY  
Join at any time from 4 July.

COLLECT REWARDS  
Pick up stickers and character 

cards for every book you read.

1

4

START READING! YOU’RE IN CHARGE.   Choose what you love to read and select your reading goals.

3
GET YOUR FREE STARTER PACK  
The pack contains a sticker booklet  
and colourful Storytime magazine.2

No booking neededBooking required Advised bookingBooking Info:

A
rtist: Sian Watson

5 BECOME A BOOK CHAMPION  
Complete six reading goals to  
claim your medal and certificate.

www.inspireculture.org.uk/SummerReadingChallenge


Author: Ashley Thorpe 

ASHLEY IS A NOTTINGHAM-BORN,  
AWARD-NOMINATED AUTHOR OF  
FANTASY FICTION FOR CHILDREN. 
His first two adventures, both published  
by Usborne, put a compelling spin on West 
African and Caribbean mythology and folklore. 
His books have been shortlisted for the 
Waterstones Children’s Book Prize, the Jhalak 
Prize, the Branford Boase Award and The 
Week Junior Award for Breakthrough Book.
To find out more and to join them  
at a FREE workshop in the summer visit:  
inspireculture.org.uk/ArtistAndAuthor 

5ARTIST & AUTHOR IN RESIDENCE

Children’s Artist & Author Event

MEET THE 2026  
ARTIST & AUTHOR  
IN RESIDENCE!
Inspire are delighted to announce that artist 
Sian Watson and author Ashley Thorpe have 
been selected as the 2026 Artist and Author  
in Residence and will co create the exhibition 
and workshops inspired by the Summer 
Reading Challenge theme Read to the Beat. 

Artist: Sian Watson 

Sian specialises in running visual art  
and movement workshops that help find  
ways of broadening creative experiences  
for children and families, working towards  
using imaginative re-thinking to gain a  
deeper understanding of how children learn. 

SIAN'S WORK INCLUDES DRAWING, SCULPTURE, 
INSTALLATIONS, PERFORMANCE AND SOUND.

A
uthor: Ashley Thorpe

A
rtist: Sian Watson

Exhibition

OFFBEAT
FREE Beeston Library 
Saturday 11 July –  
Sunday 6 September 

Working with our twinned primary schools, 
artist Sian Watson, author Ashley Thorpe and 
the primary school children collaborated to 
create the Offbeat Exhibition! 

www.inspireculture.org.uk/ArtistAndAuthor


COULD  
YOU SURVIVE  
THE WORLD’S 

DEADLIEST  
ANIMALS?

C
laire Powell

6 CHILDREN AND FAMILIES

Children’s Author Event

DANGEROUS ANIMALS  
WITH SAM HUME
£3 children /  
FREE accompanying adults 
Inspire Libraries 
West Bridgford Library  
10.30am / Saturday 9 May 

Beeston Library  
2pm / Saturday 9 May 

Wildlife filmmaker Sam Hume will introduce 
you to some of the deadliest creatures on  
the planet and tell you how to stay alive if 
you’re (un)lucky enough to meet them.

Hear all about Sam’s own experiences  
working with these amazing animals and  
learn where they live, how they attack their 
prey and defend themselves from predators 
- including humans! Plus, you’ll learn about  
the conservation challenges they face.

Perfect for wildlife fans, this event will bring 
awe, wonder and a whole lot of respect for 
some of the most feared creatures on Earth!
For children aged 7 – 11. 

CHILDREN’S 
AUTHOR AND 
ILLUSTRATOR 
EVENTS

Children’s Illustrator Event

MARTY MOOSE  
WITH CLAIRE POWELL
£3 children / FREE  
accompanying adults 
Inspire Libraries 
Retford Library  
10.30am / Saturday 16 May

Worksop Library  
2pm / Saturday 16 May 

Meet Marty Moose with New York  
Times bestselling illustrator Claire  
Powell in this jam-packed, interactive event.

Claire will introduce you to Marty and his 
world of Little Ditch, sharing a lively read-
along and drawing characters live throughout 
the session. Together, you’ll create a brand-
new character before Claire guides you step 
by step as you learn to draw Marty yourselves. 

The session will end with a playful Post  
Office Quiz — see if you’ve got what it takes  
to become a fully-fledged Post Mouse!
For children aged 5 – 8.
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“A MESMERISING  
LIVE PERFORMER.”

The Financial Times

Children’s Author Event

GED ADAMSON
£3 children /  
FREE accompanying adults 
Inspire Libraries 
West Bridgford Library 
10.30am / Saturday 13 June

Beeston Library 
2pm / Saturday 13 June 

JOIN AWARD-WINNING CHILDREN'S 
BOOK AUTHOR AND ILLUSTRATOR GED 
ADAMSON FOR A FUN FILLED SESSION. 
Ged's books include The Elephant Detectives. 
Be Normal, This is Not a Unicorn and The Bear, 
The Book and The Blanket.

Hear Ged read from his new picture book  
That Bird Can Draw! Join in with a fun art and 
bird activity, followed by quick-fire drawing 
and questions. Afterwards there’ll be an 
opportunity to buy a signed copy of one  
(or more!) of his books.
For children aged 3 – 8.

Children’s  
Author Event

BIG BOX BONANZA
£3 children /  
FREE accompanying adults 
Inspire Libraries 
Mansfield Central Library  
10.30am / Tuesday 28 July 

Sutton-in-Ashfield Library  
2pm / Tuesday 28 July

WHAT’S INSIDE THE BOX?
Big Box Bonanza is a joyful, interactive 
performance bursting with poetry, stories  
and games from celebrated poet and children’s 
author Mark Grist. A collection of mysterious 
boxes hides unexpected surprises, unlocking 
poems, stories and playful moments with  
the audience along the way.

Through high-energy storytelling and lots  
of audience participation, Mark creates a  
show that sparks imagination, laughter  
and a love of words.

Mark is an award-winning poet, performer  
and Bloomsbury children’s author, known for 
his energetic live shows and work with schools 
and festivals across the UK and internationally.
For children aged 5 – 11.
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“A MAN  PRECISION-BUILT  TO REACH OUT TO  A LIVE AUDIENCE.”The Guardian



Family Theatre

THE HERD PRESENTS: 
COUNTING SHEEPS
£4 library members /  
£7 non-library members 
Inspire Libraries 
Mansfield Central Library  
11am & 1.30pm / Tuesday 31 March 

Worksop Library  
11am & 1.30pm / Wednesday 1 April 

A sleepy, sheepy show for babies  
and toddlers (and very tired grown-ups)

TWO SHEEP THINK THEY KNOW 
EVERYTHING ABOUT SLEEP.  
THEY’RE EXPERTS IN THE FIELD.  
BUT TONIGHT, THEY’RE WIDE AWAKE.
Snuggle up and join two sheep on a journey 
through the joys and frustrations of everything 
bedtime. A touching, musical adventure filled 
with sensory play.
For 0 – 3 year olds and their (very tired) grown-ups.

inspireculture.org.uk/CountingSheeps

Programmed in association  
with The Spark Arts for Children

Family Concert

ROOTS OF MUSIC
£4 library members /  
£7 non-library members 
Inspire Libraries 
Newark Library  
1pm / Saturday 9 May  

Mansfield Central Library 
1pm / Saturday 6 June 

Retford Library  
1pm / Saturday 27 June 

Join us for an exciting family concert  
exploring the roots of music – a vibrant 
journey through the rhythms, melodies,  
and traditions from around the world that  
have shaped the music we love today. 

This interactive concert will have you  
clapping, tapping, and maybe even dancing 
along as we discover how different cultures 
have influenced everything from pop and 
jazz to hip hop and classical music. 

After the concert, the fun continues with  
a hands-on session where children can  
try out a variety of instruments and make 
some music of their own. 

Come ready to listen, learn, and play  
– it’s going to be a musical adventure!
For children aged 7 – 11 and their families. 

inspireculture.org.uk/FamilyConcerts

8 CHILDREN AND FAMILIES

www.inspireculture.org.uk/CountingSheeps
www.inspireculture.org.uk/FamilyConcerts


Under 5s

THE MAGICAL MAJOR OAK:  
DOWN IN THE POND 
£2 Inspire Libraries 
Mansfield Central Library  
10.30am / Monday 13 July

Kirkby-in-Ashfield Library 
2pm / Monday 13 July 

Beeston Library  
10.30am / Tuesday 14 July 

West Bridgford Library  
2pm / Tuesday 14 July

Arnold Library  
10.30am / Wednesday 15 July 

Bingham Library  
2pm / Wednesday 15 July 

Southwell Library  
10.30am / Thursday 16 July 

Newark Library 
2pm / Thursday 16 July 

Hucknall Library  
10.30am / Friday 17 July 

Sutton-in-Ashfield Library  
2pm / Friday 17 July 

Retford Library  
10.30am / Saturday 18 July 

Worksop Library  
2pm / Saturday 18 July

Be transported to the legendary land of  
the Magical Major Oak in this immersive  
and multi-sensory storytelling experience.

DIP BENEATH THE POND TO  
EXPLORE A SHIMMERING PLACE  
OF MAGIC AND MYSTERY. 
Join Marian as she travels through  
this underwater world, meeting new  
friends along the way.
Perfect for children aged 2 – 4  
(younger siblings welcome).

inspireculture.org.uk/MagicalMajorOak

In association with Nottingham Playhouse.

SPARK 
YOUR CHILD'S 

IMAGINATION WITH 
THIS ENCHANTING 

AND INSPIRING 
INTERACTIVE 

SHOW.

9CHILDREN AND FAMILIES
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www.inspireculture.org.uk/MagicalMajorOak
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Under 5s

LITTLE 
CREATIVES 
WORKSHOPS  
JUNE – JULY 2026
FREE Inspire Libraries 
Arnold Library Sat / 6 Jun / 4 Jul

Beeston Library Sat / 13 Jun / 11 Jul

Bingham Library Thu / 11 Jun / 9 Jul

Hucknall Library Fri / 12 Jun / 10 Jul

Kirkby-in-Ashfield Library Thu / 18 Jun / 16 Jul

Mansfield Central Library Fri / 5 Jun / 3 Jul 

Newark Library Tue / 2 Jun / 7 Jul

Retford Library Sat / 6 Jun / 4 Jul 

Southwell Library Thu / 11 Jun / 9 Jul 

Sutton-in-Ashfield Library Fri / 12 Jun / 10 Jul 

West Bridgford Library Thu / 18 Jun / 16 Jul 

Worksop Library Sat / 13 Jun / 11 Jul  

OR

Session 1 
10am –  

10.45am

Session 2  
11.15am  
– 12pm

THERE ARE TWO SESSION  
TIMES TO CHOOSE FROM:

CALLING 
ALL TINY 
ARTISTS!

Booking Info: No booking neededBooking required Advised booking

JOIN US FOR CREATIVE 
ART SESSIONS DESIGNED  
BY ARTISTS FOR VERY 
YOUNG CHILDREN. 
Let the workshops help your little one to 
develop new skills as they splodge, splat, 
squidge and shine. Share in their active, 
playful and sometimes messy fun and  
see your little artist’s confidence grow  
as they explore fascinating materials 
and stimulating creative activities. 
For children aged 2 – 5. 
All children must be accompanied.

inspireculture.org.uk/LittleCreatives

www.inspireculture.org.uk/LittleCreatives


11CHILDREN AND FAMILIES

Under 5s

THE LULLABY BANK
FREE Inspire Libraries 
Arnold Fri / 10.15am / Starts 17 Apr 

Beeston Thu / 10.30am / Starts 16 Apr

Bingham Tue / 10.30am / Starts 14 Apr

Carlton Thu / 9.30am / Starts 16 Apr

Carlton Hill Wed / 10.30am / Starts 15 Apr

Cotgrave Wed / 1.30pm / Starts 15 Apr

Eastwood Mon / 12pm / Starts 13 Apr 

Hucknall Tue / 9am / Starts 14 Apr

Kirkby-in-Ashfield Thu / 9.30am / Starts 16 Apr

Mansfield Central Fri / 9.30am / Starts 17 Apr

Newark Wed / 9.30am / Starts 15 Apr

Southwell Wed / 12.30pm / Starts 15 Apr

Stapleford Mon / 10.15am / Starts 13 Apr

Sutton-in-Ashfield Tue / 12pm / Starts 14 Apr

The Lullaby Bank is a chance for mums and 
babies to relax and bond in a calm space.  
Sing and listen to melodies from around  
the world to soothe and uplift. 

We will sing a variety of lullabies from around 
the globe in English and other languages, learn 
some baby-massage and basic signing, as well 
as some play time rhymes and songs. The class 
is a breastfeeding safe space, and a chance  
to connect with other new mums in what can 
often be a very isolating and exhausting time.
For babies aged 0 – 9 months and  
expectant mums in their third trimester.

inspireculture.org.uk/LullabyBank

A partnership between Inspire  
Music and Music for Everyone. 

SING AND LISTEN TO MELODIES FROM AROUND THE WORLD TO SOOTHE AND UPLIFT.

Under 5s

ADVENTURES IN MUSIC 
£30 10 weekly sessions / 45 mins each  
Inspire Libraries 
Beeston Thu / 9.30am / Starts 16 Apr 

Bingham Tue / 9.45am / Starts 14 Apr

Carlton Thu / 10.45am / Starts 16 Apr 

Carlton Hill Wed / 9.45am / Starts 15 Apr

Cotgrave Wed / 12.15pm / Starts 15 Apr

Hucknall Tue / 10.15am / Starts 14 Apr

Kirkby-in-Ashfield Thu / 10.45am / Starts 16 Apr

Mansfield Central Fri / 10.45am / Starts 17 Apr

Newark Wed / 10.45am / Starts 15 Apr 

Retford Thu / 10.15am / Starts 16 Apr 

Southwell Wed / 1.45pm / Starts 15 Apr 

Stapleford Mon / 9.15am / Starts 13 Apr

Sutton-in-Ashfield Tue / 1.15pm / Starts 14 Apr

Adventures in Music uses rhythm,  
music and movement to develop  
your child's language skills, spark their  
imagination and build their confidence  
in exploring and making music.  
Sessions run weekly for 10 weeks. 
Suitable for children aged 2 – 5.  
Children must be supervised  
throughout the sessions. 

inspireculture.org.uk/Adventures

www.inspireculture.org.uk/Adventures
www.inspireculture.org.uk/LullabyBank


   

Author Event

ABBIE EATON
£5 Beeston Library 
7pm / Thursday 2 July

THE DRAGONS ARE GONE,  
AND THE KINGDOMS ARE 
FALLING. NOT EVEN THE  
GODS CAN SAVE THEM NOW...
Join Sunday Times bestselling author of the 
Dragonhart series, Abbie Eaton for a night of 
dragons, fractured kingdoms, and romance. 
Abbie will discuss her books, the rise of the 
romantasy genre, and share her favourite 
recommendations. Perfect for fantasy lovers, 
romance readers, and anyone curious about 
why romantasy is having such a moment.
AUTHOR BIO:  
Abbie lives in Derbyshire, and writes books about magic, 
dragons, and "I'd burn the world for you" love stories. 

In her spare time, Abbie loves to spend time with her horses  
or gardening. She is a proud book hoarder and can most  
likely be found with a cup of tea and a fantasy novel.
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Get involved with the National Year of Reading at our 
author events and more. Reconnect with the things that 

already inspire you – if you’re into it, read into it.

Find out more at inspireculture.org.uk/NYR2026

GO ALL IN ON

Romantasy

12 ADULT READING

Suzan H
o

ld
er

INSPIRE'S  
FAVOURITE READS
Celebrating the National Year of Reading  

and Inspire's 10th Birthday.

COMING 
SOON!

No booking neededBooking required Advised bookingBooking Info:

www.inspireculture.org.uk/NYR2026


GO ALL IN WITH THE

Summer of Sport
GO ALL IN ON

JANE COSTELLO

Jane is the internationally 
bestselling author of 
sixteen novels, five of which 
have been published under 
the name Catherine Isaac. 
Jane's latest book Forty 
Love is published in May.

MEET THE 
AUTHORS

Beth Moran

Suzan H
o

ld
er

Jane Costello
Romantic Fiction

13ADULT READING

Author Event

ROMANCE PANEL EVENT
£5 Worksop Library 
7pm / Wednesday 3 June 

Join our panel of bestselling romance 
authors for an evening of chat all about 
romance and reading.

SUZAN HOLDER

Suzan is a lifelong Dolly Parton 
fan and travelled to Nashville as 
part of research for her romantic 
comedy book, What Would 
Dolly Do?

Married to musician, actor and 
presenter Noddy Holder, Suzan’s 
love of music runs through her 
writing. What Would Dolly Do? 
is her third novel.

BETH MORAN

Beth Moran is the 
million-copy, bestselling 
author of fifteen novels. 
Her books are often set 
in and around Sherwood 
Forest, where she can 
be found most mornings 
enjoying the peace and 
quiet with her cocker 
spaniel, Murphy.

Author Event

JONATHAN WILSON  
THE POWER  
AND THE GLORY:  
A NEW HISTORY  
OF THE WORLD CUP
£5 West Bridgford Library 
7pm / Tuesday 2 June

The FIFA World Cup is the most watched 
sporting event on the planet – a global 
obsession that has shaped nations, politics 
and identities for almost a century. In The 
Power and the Glory, award-winning football 
writer Jonathan Wilson tells the definitive 
history of the tournament, from its chaotic 
beginnings in Uruguay in 1930 to its role as a 
modern stage for power, protest and prestige. 
Drawing on fresh interviews and meticulous 
research, Wilson goes beyond goals and  
glory to reveal how the World Cup reflects  
the story of the world itself. 
AUTHOR BIO:  
Jonathan Wilson is the editor of The Blizzard and a freelance 
writer for The Guardian, World Soccer and Sports Illustrated. 
He has been named FSA Football Writer of the Year a 
record four times. He is the author of eleven books, including 
Inverting the Pyramid: The History of Football Tactics, 
Behind the Curtain: Football in Eastern Europe, Angels  
with Dirty Faces: The Footballing History of Argentina,  
The Barcelona Legacy and The Names Heard Long Ago.

Jo
nathan Wilson

JOIN US FOR  AN EVENING WITH ONE OF FOOTBALL’S GREATEST STORYTELLERS.

Photo cred
it ©
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Kate Ellis

Ben Robinson

Author Event

BEN ROBINSON  
TRILLION DOLLAR CONMAN
£3 West Bridgford Library 
2pm / Saturday 11 July 

Join investigative journalist and author Ben 
Robinson for an afternoon delving into every 
twist and turn of the most remarkable season 
in Notts County’s history. Based on the hit  
BBC 5Live podcast series, The Trillion Dollar 
Conman is a tale of audacious international 
fraud that is stranger than fiction.
AUTHOR BIO:  
Ben Robinson is an award-winning investigative journalist 
at the BBC where he's a senior producer on the Radio 4 
documentary series File on 4 Investigates. He has also been 
series producer for numerous narrative podcasts including 
Gangster: The Story of Viv Graham, Sport's Strangest 
Crimes: The Trillion Dollar Conman and Brixton: Flames  
on the Frontline. He was previously a reporter at the Sunday  
Post and Lancashire Post.

GO ALL IN WITH THE

ADULT READING

Summer of Sport
Author Event

GEORGE HARRISON  
SEASON
£3 Arnold Library 
2pm / Saturday 4 July

Join George Harrison as he talks  
about football, literature, and his prize-listed 
debut novel Season, set in the stands of a 
struggling Premier League football club. 

Told over thirty-eight chapters – one for each 
game of the league campaign – Season offers 
a heartwarming look at all the ways football 
can bring people together, even as lives  
away from the stadium begin to fall apart. 
AUTHOR BIO:  
Despite growing up in the West Country, George is a lifelong 
Norwich City fan. His twin passions for football and literature 
came together in the writing of his debut novel, Season, 
which was published by Eye Books in 2025. Season was 
shortlisted for the Nero Book Awards and the East Anglian 
Book Awards and has been translated into Italian.

George has also worked as a freelance editor and 
ghostwriter on an eclectic mix of non-fiction books.  
His editorial back catalogue ranges from the memoirs  
of a professional golfer to true-crime stories and a book 
about the life of a South African spy.
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 ‘A BEAUTIFUL NOVEL ABOUT  
THE BEAUTIFUL GAME’

Jonathan Pearce

14



Kate Ellis

“A BEGUILING  AUTHOR WHO INTERWEAVES  PAST & PRESENT”The Times

Ben Robinson

Author Event

KATE ELLIS
£3 Sutton-in-Ashfield Library 
2pm / Wednesday 24 June

JOIN KATE ELLIS AUTHOR OF  
THE PHENOMENALLY POPULAR  
D.I. WESLEY PETERSON SERIES  
AS SHE TALKS ABOUT HER BOOKS, 
CHARACTERS & INSPIRATIONS.
Described by The Times as “a beguiling  
author who interweaves past and present”,  
she has written twenty-nine novels featuring 
archaeology graduate, DI Wesley Peterson, 
and six supernatural crime novels featuring DI 
Joe Plantagenet along with a trilogy, set in the 
aftermath of the First World War featuring 
Scotland Yard detective DI Albert Lincoln.  
Her latest Wesley Peterson novel Deadly 
Remains was published in August 2025 and 
her new Joe Plantagenet novel Killing in the 
Shadows was published in January 2026.

Kate has sold over a million books worldwide 
and has been twice shortlisted for the CWA 
Short Story Dagger and was awarded the 
CWA Dagger in the Library in 2019.

Author Event 

T.M. LOGAN
£3 Mansfield Central Library 
2pm / Saturday 18 July  

JOIN BESTSELLING AUTHOR  
T.M. LOGAN AS HE TALKS ABOUT  
HIS BOOKS AND CAREER SO FAR.
Tim's thrillers have sold more than  
three million copies in the UK and are 
translated into 23 other languages.

His latest thriller The Weekend was  
released in February this year. The Holiday  
was a Richard & Judy Book Club pick and 
subsequently made into a four-part TV  
drama starring Jill Halfpenny. His novel  
The Catch was also adapted for TV  
starring BAFTA-winner Jason Watkins.  
His other books are Lies, 29 Seconds,  
Trust Me, The Curfew, The Mother,  
The Dream Home and The Daughter.

Tim lives in Nottinghamshire with  
his wife and two children.

GO ALL IN ON

Crime Fiction
T.M. Logan

1515ADULT READING
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Heritage

HANDS ON HERITAGE DAY
FREE Mansfield Central Library 
10am – 2pm / Saturday 16 May 

HANDS ON HERITAGE DAY 
RETURNS TO MANSFIELD 
LIBRARY THIS MAY.
We will be bringing you a variety of fun  
and free activities from heritage groups  
and organisations from across the county.

HERITAGE 16

CRAFT & ACTIVITIES

MORE  DETAILS  COMING  SOON!

Keep checking our website  
for regular news & updates:
inspireculture.org.uk/HandsOnHeritage

No booking neededBooking required Advised bookingBooking Info:

www.inspireculture.org.uk/HandsOnHeritage
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Heritage Talk

RECENT ARCHAEOLOGICAL 
DISCOVERIES IN NOTTINGHAMSHIRE
£3.50 Worksop Library 
2pm / Wednesday 15 April 

JOIN US FOR A FASCINATING TALK ON 
RECENT ARCHAEOLOGICAL REVELATIONS 
FROM ACROSS NOTTINGHAMSHIRE. 
Emily Gillott, Planning Archaeologist with 
Nottinghamshire County Council, will present 
stories of recent discoveries on subjects 
ranging from cremation and burials to Roman 
villas and pottery, ritual landscapes in Skegby, 
charcoal burning in Sherwood Forest, and more!

Heritage Talk

FROM BEDPAN TO PEN!
£3.50 Mansfield Central Library 
2pm / Tuesday 21 April 

Joy Wood will be talking about the history  
of Harlow Wood orthopaedic hospital near 
Mansfield, and her time there during her  
nurse training from 1977 – 1979. Joy, who  
is an award-winning author, will also be 
discussing her novel based at Harlow Wood - 
Dead Pretty - which imagines a murderer 
lurking along the pristine hospital corridors 
and around the cosy nurses’ home. 

Heritage Talk 

REASON AND RHYME
£3.50 West Bridgford Library 
2pm / Tuesday 28 April 

We teach our children rhymes and years later 
they teach the same rhymes to their children. 
And so, it has been for hundreds of years.  
The original reason for the rhymes has, by  
and large, been completely lost and forgotten. 
Reason and Rhyme, presented by Sam Millard, 
looks at the original meaning to rhymes and 
how they have been recorded over time. 

CAN YOU 
DISCOVER THE 

RHYMES JUST 
FROM THEIR 

STORIES?

Heritage

FAMILY HISTORY  
ONE TO ONE SESSIONS
FREE Online or Phone 
2pm, 2.30pm, 3pm or 3.30pm /  
Wednesday 29 April

Looking for hints on how to discover  
more about your family's history?  
Sign up for a FREE one-to-one  
conversation with one of our librarians. 
Family History Surgery for beginners -  
by phone or video call.

Harlow Wood Orthopaedic Hospital. Courtesy of the Inspire Picture Archive.
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Heritage Talk 

BYRON AND THE  
BIRTH OF HIS POETRY
£3.50 West Bridgford Library 
2pm / Tuesday 12 May 

Join Byron expert and author, Geoffrey  
Bond, who will be talking about his latest  
book - Byron’s Manor: Birthplace of His Poetry, 
exploring Byron’s early poetry and letters to 
reveal that the birthplace of his poetry is 
Burgage Manor in Southwell. Speaking from 
the rare vantage point of a Byron author living 
in a Byron house, Bond takes us through the 
poet’s early life in Southwell and will show  
that it was whilst living in Burgage Manor that 
Byron wrote his first collections of poems.

Heritage Talk 

MARRIAGE DISASTERS OF  
THE SHERWOOD NOBILITY
£3.50 Beeston Library 
2pm / Wednesday 20 May 	

Focusing mainly on the period after 1800,  
local historian Adrian Gray will look at some  
of the disastrous marriages made by lords, 
dukes and earls who formed the elite of 
Dukeries society. No wonder several of  
them went bankrupt or needed rich  
Americans to bail them out...

Heritage Talk 

WATSON FOTHERGILL IN MANSFIELD
£3.50 Mansfield Central Library 
2pm / Tuesday 12 May 

Flamboyant Victorian Architect Watson 
Fothergill was born in 1841 in Mansfield and 
some of his earliest buildings were in the town, 
including houses, shops and the Cattle Market. 

Join Lucy Brouwer (the creator of the popular 
Nottingham guided tour: Watson Fothergill 
Walk) in this wonderful illustrated talk.

THE TALK WILL LOOK AT THE SURVIVING 
BUILDINGS IN MANSFIELD AND THOSE 
THAT HAVE BEEN DEMOLISHED.

Heritage Talk

ALMSHOUSES:  
PAST, PRESENT  
AND LOCAL
£3.50 Retford Library 
7pm / Thursday 30 April 

Most people will be aware of almshouses – 
the north of Nottinghamshire has some 
excellent examples, but what do we really 
know about them? Why were they set up,  
and how do they differ from other housing?  
Historian Robert Mee examines the origin  
of almshouses in the Byzantine era, their 
development during the Medieval period and 
their continuation into modern times. He will 
look at the 30 or 40 almshouses closest to 
Retford, some of which are still in use today.

THERE ARE  FAR MORE ALMSHOUSES  THAN YOU WOULD IMAGINE!
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Heritage 

EXPLORING LOCAL MAPS 
FREE West Bridgford Library 
2pm / Tuesday 16 June 

Join us for a small group session with  
one of our local history librarians to look  
at the variety of local maps available in 
Inspire libraries, with hints and tips on  
how to find and interpret them.

Heritage Talk 

QUEER NOTTINGHAM
£3.50 Beeston Library 
6pm / Tuesday 30 June 

Join author CJ DeBarra for a talk about  
the history of Nottingham’s Queer scene, 
focusing on the pubs, clubs and activism  
of the 1960s, 1970s and 1980s. 

Learn about radical archiving and delve  
into the stories of the Nottinghamshire  
Queer History Archive. 

There will be a chance to see some  
of the LGBTQ+ artefacts from the  
archive including badges,  
publications and Gay News.

Heritage Talk

EMMA WILMOT’S  
SKETCHES OF THE DUKERIES
£3.50 Worksop Library 
2pm / Wednesday 17 June 

This talk, by Dr. Richard Gaunt from  
the University of Nottingham, gives a 
fascinating insight into the life and times of 
Emma Wilmot, who resided in Worksop in 
the 1840s as wife of the Duke of Newcastle's 
agent. Discover more about this little-known 
artist of well-known Dukeries scenes, 
including Worksop Manor and Clumber.



Heritage 

ARCHIVES TOUR
£6 Nottinghamshire Archives  
10.30am / Tuesday 21 April 

2.30pm / Thursday 25 June 

AN INTRODUCTION TO THE ARCHIVES 
WITH A TOUR OF THE SEARCH ROOM  
AND STORAGE AREAS. A CHANCE TO  
VIEW SOME UNIQUE AND INCREDIBLE 
HIGHLIGHTS FROM THE COLLECTIONS. 
You will be able to interact in new ways  
with our collections via your own tablet  
or smartphone device. View pop-up  
versions of archival documents, explore  
360º images of historic streets and listen  
to audio descriptions of the archives. 

Enjoy a display and tour of the  
conservation studio as an introduction  
to what conservation is, and learn the  
different types of materials treated,  
and the techniques used.

Heritage 

SPY AT  
THE ARCHIVES
£6 Nottinghamshire Archives  
10am – 1.30pm (one-hour slots) /  
Saturday 13 June 

Prepare to become a spy catcher as you  
delve into the history of Nottingham in the 
Second World War. This interactive event, 
using records from the Archives, puts you  
in the role of an investigator. But beware!  
One of your group is a secret traitor!
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CAN YOU  
UNCOVER  

THE SECRET  

TRAITOR?

DISCOVER  THE ARCHIVES  IN A FUN AND ENGAGING  WAY!

ARCHIVE 
HERITAGE  
EVENTS 



Our Story is a 
collaborative heritage 
project uncovering trans  
& gender-diverse lives  
in Nottinghamshire.

Photo credit © Holly Revell

Photo credit © Holly Revell

The exhibition  
will launch at the 

Nottinghamshire Archives 
on Tuesday 7 July, 

supported by a pop-up 
exhibition touring  
Inspire libraries.

2121OUR STORY

Exhibition 

OUR STORY  
INTERACTIVE EXHIBITION* 
FREE Inspire Venues 
Nottinghamshire Archives  
Tuesday 7 July – Thursday 31 July 

Retford Library  
Saturday 25 July – Friday 7 August 

The touring exhibition brings together a  
gallery of portrait photographs, personal 
ephemera, and audio stories, marking  
the culmination of an ambitious project.  
Young LGBTQ+ people and their allies 
interviewed and photographed trans and 
gender-diverse people across generations, 
working together to co-create the exhibition. 

The recorded interviews will also be transcribed 
and deposited with Nottinghamshire Archives 
where they will be permanently preserved as  
a collection accessible to future generations.

THE PROJECT CELEBRATES RICH 
HISTORIES, FROM COMMUNITY 
RESISTANCE TO EVERYDAY LIFE AND 
JOYFUL EXPRESSION, HONOURING  
THE FULL BREADTH OF TRANS AND 
GENDER-DIVERSE EXPERIENCES  
ACROSS NOTTINGHAMSHIRE. 

OUR  
STORY

The project is led by Fifth Word in partnership with 
Nottinghamshire Archives and supported by Mansfield Museum, 
My Place Youth Centre, and Loughborough University.

✱ Further exhibition tour dates for August and September 2026 will be listed in the next What's On guide.
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Dementia Friendly film screenings are relaxed  
with a break and refreshments. They're suitable  
for all, particularly those with memory challenges.

22 FILMS

DEMENTIA  
FRIENDLY FILMS 
AT INSPIRE LIBRARIES

In partnership with Film Hub  
Midlands, with support from:

Dementia Friendly

THE PENGUIN  
LESSON (12) 
£1 Eastwood Library 
1.30pm / Monday 6 July

Starring Oscar nominee Steve Coogan,  
this poignant dramedy from director  
Peter Cattaneo follows an Englishman’s 
personal and political awakening after  
he adopts a penguin during a cataclysmic 
period in Argentine history.

Dementia Friendly 

SISTER ACT (PG) 
£1 Mansfield Central Library 
1.30pm / Wednesday 22 July

When a nightclub singer  
is forced to take refuge  
from the mob in a convent,  
she ends up turning  
the convent choir into a  
soulful chorus complete  
with a Motown repertoire,  
until the sudden celebrity  
of the choir jeopardises  
her identity.

in
sp

ireculture.org.uk/Film

BOOK  YOUR FILM TICKETS

Dementia Friendly 

THE LADY IN THE VAN (12) 
£1 Mansfield Central Library 
1.30pm / Wednesday 13 May 

A man forms an unexpected bond  
with a transient woman living in her  
van that's parked in his driveway.

Dementia Friendly 

THE GREATEST SHOWMAN (PG)  
£1 Newark Library 
1.30pm / Wednesday 20 May  

A bold and original musical that celebrates  
the birth of show business and the sense of 
wonder we feel when dreams come alive.

www.inspireculture.org.uk/Film


All films supported by:

Relaxed family films that are  
suitable for all. Please feel free to talk, 
sing and move during the screening.

for sponsoring this 
screening of Inside Out 

through the Libraries 
Initiative Fund.

WITH  
THANKS TO

23FILMS

RELAXED FILM 
SCREENINGS 
AT INSPIRE LIBRARIES

Relaxed Screening

IF (U)
£1 Newark Library 
1.30pm / Thursday 9 April  

IF is about a girl who discovers that she  
can see everyone’s imaginary friends —  
and what she does with that superpower — 
as she embarks on a magical adventure  
to reconnect forgotten IFs with their kids.

Relaxed Screening

DOG MAN (PG) 
£1 Eastwood Library 
10.30am / Saturday 13 June  

When a faithful police dog and his human 
police officer owner are injured together on the 
job, a harebrained but life-saving surgery fuses 
the two of them together and Dog Man is born. 
Dog Man is sworn to protect and serve – and 
fetch, sit and roll over. He must stop the pretty 
evil plots of feline supervillain Petey the Cat.  
In an action-packed race against time, they 
discover the power of family (and kittens!)  
to bring even the most hostile foes together.

Relaxed Screening

INSIDE OUT (U)
£1 Mansfield Central Library 
1.30pm / Wednesday 1 April 

When young Riley is uprooted from her 
Midwest life and moved to San Francisco,  
her emotions - Joy, Fear, Anger, Disgust  
and Sadness - conflict on how best to  
navigate a new city, house, and school.

MO
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Part of the National Year of Reading. Go all In  
on your favourite book-to-screen adaptations. 

24 FILMS

BOOK TO FILM  
CLUB SCREENINGS 
AT INSPIRE LIBRARIES

Film Screening

THE BEST EXOTIC  
MARIGOLD HOTEL (12) 
£3 Eastwood Library  
4pm / Friday 19 June 

A group of British retirees decide to 
"outsource" their retirement to less  
expensive and seemingly exotic India. 

Enticed by advertisements for the newly 
restored Marigold Hotel and bolstered  
with visions of a life of leisure, they arrive  
to find the palace a shell of its former self. 

Though the new environment is less  
luxurious than imagined, they are forever 
transformed by their shared experiences, 
discovering that life and love can begin  
again when you let go of the past.

Film Screening

PRIDE AND PREJUDICE (2005) (U)
£3 Beeston Library  
5.30pm / Wednesday 3 June 

Based on Jane Austen's novel about  
five sisters - Jane, Elizabeth, Mary, Kitty  
and Lydia Bennet - in Georgian England. 

Their lives are turned upside down  
when a wealthy young man (Mr. Bingley)  
and his best friend (Mr. Darcy) arrive  
in their neighbourhood.

FREE Inspire Libraries 
Mansfield Central Library 
1.30pm / Starting Wednesday 15 April

Sutton-in-Ashfield Library  
2pm / Starting Tuesday 21 April  

Eastwood Library  
1.30pm / Starting Monday 13 April  

Join us for an hour of reminiscence  
using music from the movies and other 
favourites – with chat, tea and biscuits! 

This event is open to all and there is no 
need to book - just come along and join in!
For all event dates visit: 
inspireculture.org.uk/SingWithFriends

MEMORABLE MOVIES 
SING WITH FRIENDS

Booking Info: No booking neededBooking required Advised booking

JOIN  US EVERY MONTH!

BASED 
ON JANE 
AUSTEN'S 
ROMANTIC 

NOVEL

www.inspireculture.org.uk/SingWithFriends


Art Workshop

CONNECT & CREATE 
£3 Inspire Libraries 
Retford Library 
Fri / 2pm / 17 Apr / 15 May / 19 Jun / 17 Jul

Hucknall Library 
Fri / 2pm / 24 Apr / 22 May / 26 Jun / 24 Jul 

It’s never too late to try something new and 
share ideas in a friendly, supportive group. 

Our skilled Connect & Create artists will guide 
you to experiment with various artistic styles 
and techniques, as you work alongside others 
to make your mark and express yourself.
Emma Reynard’s workshops will draw upon shared 
reminiscence on themes of gardening, food, music and 
memory. Emma will workshop a range of print, collage  
and mark-making techniques, using her experience  
as a designer, artist and illustrator.

Dan Donovan's workshops are fun & relaxed expressive 
painting classes, creating group-made art and individual 
pieces. Dan’s focus is on improving wellbeing by finding 
individuals' inner artist and making art accessible for 
everyone, regardless of experience and ability.

�Rachel Scanlon's workshops invite people to explore  
their creativity through experimenting with materials, 
problem solving ideas, collaboration and helping  
others develop belief in themselves.

The events are particularly suitable for older people – 
including those living with dementia and their carers.

inspireculture.org.uk/ConnectAndCreate

Workshop

MIND & MOVEMENT
FREE Inspire Libraries 
Retford Library 
Fri / 2pm / 24 Apr / 22 May / 26 Jun / 24 Jul

Hucknall Library 
Wed / 2pm / 15 Apr / 20 May / 17 Jun / 15 Jul

We’ll move to music – nothing too fast or 
fancy, just a friendly mix of light exercise  
to help with balance, strength and mobility. 
Afterwards, there’s time to relax with a  
cuppa, biscuits and a good chat. 
It’s a great way to boost your wellbeing – all in a warm, 
friendly space. All welcome – no experience needed! 

inspireculture.org.uk/MindAndMovement

Live Music 

SONGS & SCONES 
£3 Inspire Libraries 
Retford Library  
Fri / 2pm / 10 Apr / 1 May / 5 Jun / 3 Jul 

Hucknall Library  
Wed / 2pm / 8 Apr / 13 May / 10 Jun / 8 Jul 

Live Music Now’s Songs & Scones  
programme brings people together  
to regularly engage with live music and  
connect with others in their local community 
over a cup of tea, a scone and uplifting live 
performances from professional musicians.  
The events are particularly suitable for older people – 
including those living with dementia and their carers.

inspireculture.org.uk/SongsAndScones

WHO DOESN’T  LOVE A CUP OF TEA,  A LOVELY SCONE  AND SOME SOCIAL MUSIC-MAKING?

HEALTHIER 
HAPPIER 
CONNECTED 
CREATIVE 
Informal music concerts, hands-on  
creative workshops and health activities  
to boost strength, balance and memory.

There’s something for everyone, to make new 
connections and explore your creativity. 
Growing communities that are happier, 
healthier and enjoying ageing well.

25COMMUNITY

LOOKING  FOR A GENTLE, FUN WAY TO STAY ACTIVE  & SOCIAL?

25

www.inspireculture.org.uk/SongsAndScones
www.inspireculture.org.uk/ConnectAndCreate
www.inspireculture.org.uk/MindAndMovement


P
hoto credit ©

 Tom
 Platinum Morley

Booking Info: No booking neededBooking required Advised booking
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River Leen at Basford, 1961. University of Nottingham RE/DOP/H5/22

Exhibition

OPEN STUDIOS NOTTS:  
BRINGING ARTISTS INTO VIEW
FREE Inspire Libraries  
Arnold Library 
Saturday 25 April – Sunday 7 June 

Hucknall Library 
Saturday 25 April – Sunday 7 June 

Worksop Library 
Saturday 25 April – Sunday 7 June 

The Open Studios Notts exhibition highlights 
the work and workplaces of artists and 
craftspeople taking part in this year’s event.

On display is a mixed exhibition of 
photographs and artwork that reveals a 
fascinating insight into the working worlds  
of artists and craftspeople, alongside 
information about where to visit all the  
Open Studios in Nottinghamshire. 
inspireculture.org.uk/OSNotts

Exhibition

THE LEEN:  
NOTTINGHAM’S  
RIVER EXHIBITION
FREE Inspire Libraries  
Arnold Library 
Wednesday 25 February – Monday 20 April 

Hucknall Library  
Friday 12 June – Saturday 1 August 

From its source in the Robin Hood Hills above 
Newstead Abbey to the River Trent at the 
Meadows, the River Leen connects places and 
communities. Drawing on the archives of the 
Trent River Authority and other collections held 
by Manuscripts and Special Collections at the 
University of Nottingham, the display evaluates 
the legacies of historic interventions along the 
Leen for those who manage and live beside it 
today and invites us to think about the future of 
the river. A touring version of the Lakeside Arts 
exhibition revealing the ways in which the River 
Leen shaped modern Nottingham.

This exhibition has been jointly curated by Dr David Beckingham and Dr Rachel Dishington 
(School of Geography) and Manuscripts and Special Collections at the University of Nottingham, 
with additional input from the Environment Agency’s Trentside Office, Nottingham.

DON’T MISS  
THIS EXCITING  

OPPORTUNITY TO  

DISCOVER AND  
MEET NOTTS 

ARTISTS!

www.inspireculture.org.uk/OSNotts
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Exhibition

ON FREEDOM’S WINGS 
FREE Arnold Library  
Friday 12 June – Wednesday 22 July 

THE INCREDIBLE STORY BEHIND  
THIS ICONIC LANDMARK RECENTLY 
UNVEILED ON THE LINCOLNSHIRE/ 
NOTTINGHAMSHIRE BORDER. 
The full-size statue of the Lancaster  
Bomber pays tribute to the aircrew who lost 
their lives serving their country during World 
War II. It is more than a sculpture. It is a beacon 
of remembrance, a symbol of sacrifice, and a 
celebration of heritage. It serves as a constant 
reminder of the courage, loss, and legacy of 
Bomber Command. As the Lancaster takes 
flight once more — this time in steel and  
spirit — the exhibition tells the stories of  
those who never returned, and the gratitude  
of generations who live in freedom because  
of their sacrifice. 

From the groundbreaking ceremony in  
May 2018, the Bomber County Gateway  
Trust has worked tirelessly to ensure this 
immense structure has reached completion. 

The exhibition takes you on a journey of 
discovery learning all about the team who have 
given their time so freely to make it happen. 
It shows what they have accomplished, how 
they did it and, most importantly, WHY.

Family Art Workshop

BALLOON POWERED  
LANCASTER BOMBERS
FREE Arnold Library 
10am – 12pm / Saturday 18 July 

JOIN ARTIST CLARE TAYLOR TO MAKE 
YOUR VERY OWN BALLOON-POWERED 
LANCASTER BOMBER AND FLY IT 
ACROSS THE LIBRARY!
In association with the On Freedom’s Wings 
exhibition about the iconic landmark art 
installation of a Lancaster Bomber sculpture 
on the Nottinghamshire and Lincolnshire 
border, which is on display in the gallery.
Suitable for ages 5+.

GET  CRAFTY WITH OUR BALLOON BOMBERS

Photo cred
it ©

 C
laire H
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GET MAKING  
YOUR OWN STORY  

SNUGGLER!

Exhibition 

I AM A STORYTELLER
FREE Inspire Libraries  
Mansfield Central Library 
Monday 2 March – Sunday 19 April

ENJOY SOME OF THE INSPIRING  
WORK CREATED BY FIVE STORYTELLERS 
WORKING WITH FIVE GROUPS AS PART  
OF OUR I AM A STORYTELLER PROJECT. 
By empowering their inner storyteller,  
groups recognised themselves as creatives, 
as they worked together to produce  
some of the stories on display.

28 EXHIBITIONS

CHARITY KNITTING CHALLENGE 2026  
STORY SNUGGLERS
Wednesday 1 April – Friday 31 July 

Celebrate the National Year of Reading 2026 
by joining a heartwarming community initiative 
to create Story Snugglers - characterful, 
handcrafted woollies designed to keep little 
ones warm and cosy during bedtime stories.

Your finished Story Snugglers will be part  
of a stunning exhibition at Mansfield Central 
Library Gallery from Saturday 15 August to 
Sunday 27 September 2026 before being 
donated to Trussell – to spark a first love  
of books.

 

Supported by Mansfield Building Society, Trussell 
and Creative Lives, this project features patterns by 
Nottinghamshire knitwear designer Jane Withers. 

PICK UP A FREE PATTERN  
Available from your local Inspire Library.

�WATCH & LEARN  
Visit inspireculture.org.uk/Knit for  
helpful videos and lots of woolly inspiration.

JOIN A YARN GROUP! 
Find a library craft group to knit, crochet,  
and share ideas with creative friends at:  
yournottsdirectory.org.uk
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edit ©
 Sam Binstead

Booking Info: No booking neededBooking required Advised booking

www.inspireculture.org.uk/iamastoryteller
www.yournottsdirectory.org.uk
www.inspireculture.org.uk/Knit
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Live Music

SHARP LITTLE BONES  
FEATURING TONY KOFI
£14 Inspire Libraries 
Beeston Library  
7.30pm / Monday 8 June 

Worksop Library  
7.30pm / Tuesday 9 June 

West Bridgford Library  
7.30pm / Wednesday 10 June 

Virtuosic quartet, featuring the multi-award-
winning Tony Kofi on saxophone, with a fresh, 
contemporary sound that’s an audio melting-
pot of jazz, funk, blues, bop and electronica.

Within the music’s melodic and energetically 
rhythmic arrangements, there's freedom for 
expressive solos and exciting group interplay.

THEIR DEBUT ALBUM RECEIVED 
WIDESPREAD ACCLAIM, GETTING  
PLAYED ON BBC RADIO & JAZZ FM.

"SOLOIST OF IMMACULATE TASTE AND LYRICISM." The Guardian

JAZZ  
STEPS
live at the libraries 

Live Music 

BEN MARTIN QUARTET 
£13 Inspire Libraries 
Beeston Library  
7.30pm / Monday 11 May 

Worksop Library  
7.30pm / Tuesday 12 May 

West Bridgford Library  
7.30pm / Wednesday 13 May 

Expect great jazz club  
vibes with Ben’s expressive and  
versatile performing on his cherished  
vintage Selmer saxophones, accompanied  
by an ace trio. With over a decade performing 
together, this quartet will showcase a curated 
selection of jazz standards and classic songs. 
Ben has performed all over the world with 
stellar artists including Sir Paul McCartney, 
Groove Armada and Kenny Wheeler.

29JAZZ

THEIR ALBUM  
TOUR INCLUDED  
A HEADLINE GIG  
AT LONDON JAZZ 

FESTIVAL.

Live Music

PAT MCCARTHY QUARTET  
FEATURING SHANNON REILLY
£13 Inspire Libraries 
Beeston Library  
7.30pm / Monday 13 April 

Worksop Library  
7.30pm / Tuesday 14 April 

West Bridgford Library  
7.30pm / Wednesday 15 April 

Pat McCarthy has played with some of the 
UK’s top musicians including Alan Barnes, 
Tina May, Gilad Atzmon, George Melly and 
Digby Fairweather. Singing since the age of 
five, Shannon grew up listening to the likes  
of Etta James, Ella Fitzgerald and Peggy Lee. 
Although she developed her style listening  
to these iconic singers, she is very much  
her own vocalist.

WARM VOCALS BACKED BY THE  
RICH SOUNDS OF A GUITAR-LED TRIO.
Also featured are multi-instrumentalist, Thom Whitworth 
on trumpet (and guitar) and Warren Jolly on bass.
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LIVE  
EVENTS

A free creative series of bootcamps 
offering hands-on workshops, 
industry panels, and real-world 
guidance for budding musicians.  

Music Bootcamp

BACKSTAGE PASS:  
CREATE YOUR IDENTITY
FREE The Old Library  
Saturday 28 March – Monday 30 March 

A three-day journey into branding,  
visual storytelling, content creation,  
and beginner-friendly editing.

Music Bootcamp

BACKSTAGE PASS:  
LAUNCH YOUR TRACK
FREE The Old Library  
Saturday 30 May – Sunday 31 May 

A practical introduction to music marketing, 
release planning, PRS funding insights,  
and building a promotional campaign.
Visit inspireculture.org.uk/BackstagePass  
for timings and a full breakdown of each day.

Backstage  

Pass is open to 

13–18 year olds 

& up to 25 years 

for those with  

a disability. 

BACKSTAGE  
PASS EVENTS

Live Dance 

CATAPULT  
DANCE FESTIVAL 
£5 Mansfield Palace Theatre  
7pm / Wednesday 22 April 

A FUN EVENING  
OF DANCE. 
SHOWCASING BRAND NEW WORK  
BY CHILDREN AND YOUNG PEOPLE 
FROM ACROSS NOTTINGHAMSHIRE. 
Premiering commissioned dance pieces  
by Next Door Dance in collaboration with 
Mansfield and Ashfield schools, alongside 
exciting new performances from Inspire  
Youth Arts dance groups and invited guests.
inspireculture.org.uk/Catapult

30 INSPIRE YOUTH ARTS EVENTS

in
spireculture.org.uk/IY

A

BOOK  YOUR EVENT TICKETS
Come along to our live  
events showcasing the 
talent of performers  
from Inspire Youth Arts.

www.inspireculture.org.uk/Catapult
www.inspireculture.org.uk/IYA
www.inspireculture.org.uk/BackstagePass
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LIVE  
EVENTS

Booking Info: No booking neededBooking required Advised booking

Live Music 

FIRST UP
FREE Jam Café Nottingham 
6pm / Wednesday 6 May 

AN EVENING OF 
FRESH TALENT  
FROM SINGER-
SONGWRITERS 
ACROSS NOTTS. 
Join us at Jam Café for a relaxed showcase  
of original music from young participants in 
Inspire Youth Arts songwriting programme.

THIS IS AN OPEN EVENT IN  
A PUBLIC BAR. PLEASE ARRIVE  
EARLY TO GUARANTEE A SPACE.

Live Music 

NEXT UP 
FREE Binks Yard Nottingham  
1pm / Sunday 28 June 

KICK-START  
YOUR SUMMER  
WITH A FEEL- 
GOOD FESTIVAL.
NEXT UP IS TAKING OVER BINKS YARD! 
Showcasing young performers from  
across Nottinghamshire. Expect original 
tracks, high energy covers and DJ sets.

COME ALONG  FOR AN EVENING  OF LIVE LOCAL  MUSIC!



READ AND VOTE FOR YOUR  
FAVOURITE CHILDREN’S BOOK! 

Choose from our librarians’ shortlisted selection below.

inspireculture.org.uk/inspiread2026

ALL THEWINNERS WILL BE ANNOUNCED  on 1 JULY.

 VOTING IS  OPEN FROM  1 APRIL to  26 JUNE.

You can check out all of these great reads for FREE at your local Inspire library.

sCa
N 
to
 vo
te

PI
CT
Ur
e 
 

Bo
oK

s
sh
oR
te
r  

bo
Ok
s

lo
ng

Er
  

bO
ok

s

www.inspireculture.org.uk/inspiread2026
www.inspireculture.org.uk/inspiread2026


BE INSPIRED!
Try a new course, discover a new hobby and 
learn new skills – with the whole family!
Inspire’s Adult Learning courses have something for everyone – and 
that includes families! We’ve got fabulous family learning courses 
starting from April, including music and signing for under-threes and 
baby sensory. Or go back further: discover our social science courses 
where you can research your family tree, trace your ancestors, and learn 
about the history of Nottinghamshire. If you’re in the mood to relax and 
feel happier and healthier, check out our amazing range of health and 
wellbeing courses, from meditation, to yoga, to Reiki… or learn how to 
whip up a delicious, nutritious meal with our evening cooking classes!

All our courses are FREE* or low cost, and with courses running across 
Nottinghamshire and online, you’re guaranteed to find the perfect  
one for you.

Visit inspireculture.org.uk/courses to view everything on offer.
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Learn local, go far!

IN-PERSON 
OR

ONLINE

FREE* 
AND LOW 

COST

INSPIRE 
COLLEGE 

Enrolling Now!

SUMMER
TERM

PROGRAMME 

Out Now!

Inspire College
Inspire College prepares young people aged 16-19** not only 
for the world of work and further education, but for life! 
Join us at one of our small, friendly bases across Nottinghamshire, 
and you’ll learn from tutors who really care about your progress 
and wellbeing. Along with a wide variety of courses, we’ll help you 
develop employability skills on community and work placements, 
gain a qualification in Maths and English, make new friends, and build 
your confidence. Plus, you will have access to a dedicated team of 
careers advisors who are here to help you with your next steps. 
Find out more at inspireculture.org.uk/college
**Aged up to 24 with an Education Health Care Plan 

BOOK NOW: inspireculture.org.uk/learning  |  01623 677 200 @InspireLearningSkills

Career-Boosting Courses
Inspire’s Adult Learning courses aren’t just for fun –  
we have plenty of ways for you to upskill and get  
ahead in your career with our accredited courses.
If you’re looking to progress your career or up-skill, come and 
talk to us about our superb range of accredited career boosting 
courses. We have courses in volunteering, teaching, coding, 
digital skills, counselling, and mentoring. Some even have 
funding available so your course could be fully or part-funded! 
Find out more at inspireculture.org.uk/accredited

Maths & English  |  Coding  |  Customer Service  |  Digital Skills  |  Counselling

Now 
enrolling for 
SEPTEMBER!

www.inspireculture.org.uk/courses
www.inspireculture.org.uk/accredited
www.inspireculture.org.uk/college
www.inspireculture.org.uk/learning
https://www.facebook.com/InspireLearningSkills
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DATE EVENT TYPE LOCATION £ PAGE

25 Feb – 20 Apr The Leen: Nottingham's River Exhibition Exhibition Arnold Library FREE 26

2 Mar – 19 Apr I Am A Storyteller Exhibition Mansfield Central Library FREE 28

31 Mar – 1 Apr The Herd presents:  
Counting Sheeps ✱

Family Theatre Mansfield Central  
and Worksop Libraries

£4/£7 8

1 Apr – 31 Jul CHARITY KNITTING CHALLENGE 2026: STORY SNUGGLERS FREE 28

1 Apr Inside Out (U) Film Screening Mansfield Central Library £1 23

8 Apr Songs & Scones Live Music Hucknall Library £3 25

9 Apr IF (U) Film Screening Newark Library £1 23

10 Apr Songs & Scones Live Music Retford Library £3 25

13 Apr Jazz Steps: Pat McCarthy Quartet  
Featuring Shannon Reilly

Live Music Beeston Library £13 29

From 13 Apr Adventures in Music ✱ Under 5s Various Inspire Libraries £30 11

From 13 Apr The Lullaby Bank ✱ Under 5s Various Inspire Libraries FREE 11

From 13 Apr Sing With Friends Community Eastwood Library FREE 24

14 Apr Jazz Steps: Pat McCarthy Quartet  
Featuring Shannon Reilly

Live Music Worksop Library £13 29

15 Apr Jazz Steps: Pat McCarthy Quartet  
Featuring Shannon Reilly

Live Music West Bridgford Library £13 29

15 Apr Mind & Movement Workshop Hucknall Library FREE 25

15 Apr Recent Archaeological Discoveries  
in Nottinghamshire

Heritage Talk Worksop Library £3.50 17

From 15 Apr Sing With Friends Community Mansfield Central Library FREE 24

17 Apr Connect & Create Art Workshop Retford Library £3 25

21 Apr Archives Tour Heritage Nottinghamshire Archives £6 20

21 Apr From Bedpan to Pen! Heritage Talk Mansfield Central Library £3.50 17

From 21 Apr Sing With Friends Community Sutton-in-Ashfield Library FREE 24

22 Apr Catapult Dance Festival Live Dance Mansfield Palace Theatre £5 30

24 Apr Connect & Create Art Workshop Hucknall Library £3 25

24 Apr Mind & Movement Workshop Retford Library FREE 25

25 Apr – 7 Jun Open Studios Notts:  
Bringing Artists Into View

Exhibition Arnold, Hucknall  
and Worksop Libraries

FREE 26

28 Apr Reason and Rhyme Heritage Talk West Bridgford Library £3.50 17

29 Apr Family History – One to One Sessions Heritage Online or Phone FREE 17

30 April Almshouses: Past, Present, and Local Heritage Talk Retford Library £3.50 18

1 May Songs & Scones Live Music Retford Library £3 25

6 May First Up Live Music Jam Café Nottingham FREE 31

9 May Dangerous Animals  
with Sam Hume

Children's  
Author Event 

West Bridgford  
and Beeston Libraries 

£3▼ 6

9 May Roots of Music Family Concert Newark Library £4/£7 8

11 May Jazz Steps: Ben Martin Quartet Live Music Beeston Library £13 29

12 May Byron and the Birth of his Poetry Heritage Talk West Bridgford Library £3.50 18

12 May Jazz Steps: Ben Martin Quartet Live Music Worksop Library £13 29

12 May Watson Fothergill in Mansfield Heritage Talk Mansfield Central Library £3.50 18

13 May Jazz Steps: Ben Martin Quartet Live Music West Bridgford Library £13 29

13 May Songs & Scones Live Music Hucknall Library £3 25

13 May The Lady in the Van (12) Film Screening Mansfield Central Library £1 22

15 May Connect & Create Art Workshop Retford Library £3 25

16 May Hands On Heritage Day Heritage Mansfield Central Library FREE 16

16 May Marty Moose  
with Claire Powell 

Children's  
Author Event 

Retford and  
Worksop Libraries 

£3▼ 6

20 May Marriage Disasters of the Sherwood Nobility Heritage Talk Beeston Library £3.50 18

20 May Mind & Movement Workshop Hucknall Library FREE 25

20 May The Greatest Showman (PG) Film Screening Newark Library £1 22

April – July 2026
EVENTS DIARY

SHARE YOUR EXPERIENCES  WITH US!
#BeInspired

www.inspireculture.org.uk
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DATE EVENT TYPE LOCATION £ PAGE

22 May Connect & Create Art Workshop Hucknall Library £3 25

22 May Mind & Movement Workshop Retford Library FREE 25

30 – 31 May Backstage Pass: Launch Your Track  Inspire Youth Arts The Old Library, Mansfield FREE 30

2 Jun Jonathan Wilson The Power and The Glory:  
A New History of the World Cup

Author Event West Bridgford Library £5 13

2 Jun – 16 Jul Little Creatives ✱ Under 5s Various Inspire Libraries FREE 10

3 Jun Pride and Prejudice (2005) (U) Film Screening Beeston Library £3 24

3 Jun Romance Panel Event Author Event Worksop Library £5 13

5 Jun Songs & Scones Live Music Retford Library £3 25

6 Jun Roots of Music Family Concert Mansfield Central Library £4/£7 8

8 Jun Jazz Steps: Sharp Little Bones  
Featuring Tony Kofi 

Live Music Beeston Library £14 29

9 Jun Jazz Steps: Sharp Little Bones  
Featuring Tony Kofi 

Live Music Worksop Library £14 29

10 Jun Jazz Steps: Sharp Little Bones  
Featuring Tony Kofi 

Live Music West Bridgford Library £14 29

10 Jun Songs & Scones Live Music Hucknall Library £3 25

12 Jun – 22 Jul On Freedom's Wings Exhibition Arnold Library FREE 27

12 Jun – 1 Aug The Leen: Nottingham's River Exhibition Exhibition Hucknall Library FREE 26

13 Jun Dog Man (PG) Film Screening Eastwood Library £1 23

13 Jun Ged Adamson Children's  
Author Event 

Beeston and  
West Bridgford Libraries 

£3▼ 7

13 Jun Spy at the Archives Heritage Nottinghamshire Archives £6 20

16 Jun Exploring Local Maps Heritage West Bridgford Library FREE 19

17 Jun Emma Wilmot's Sketches of the Dukeries Heritage Talk Worksop Library £3.50 19

17 Jun Mind & Movement Workshop Hucknall Library FREE 25

19 Jun Connect & Create Art Workshop Retford Library £3 25

19 Jun The Best Exotic Marigold Hotel (12) Film Screening Eastwood Library £3 24

24 Jun Kate Ellis Author Event Sutton-in-Ashfield Library £3 15

25 Jun Archives Tour Heritage Nottinghamshire Archives £6 20

26 Jun Connect & Create Art Workshop Hucknall Library £3 25

26 Jun Mind & Movement Workshop Retford Library FREE 25

27 Jun Roots of Music Family Concert Retford Library £4/£7 8

28 Jun Next Up Live Music Binks Yard Nottingham FREE 31

30 Jun Queer Nottingham Heritage Talk Beeston Library £3.50 19

2 Jul Abbie Eaton Author Event Beeston Library £5 12

3 Jul Songs & Scones Live Music Retford Library £3 25

4 Jul George Harrison - Season Author Event Arnold Library £3 14

4 Jul – 6 Sep Summer Reading Challenge 2026:  
Read to the Beat

Children's Reading All Inspire Libraries FREE 4

6 Jul The Penguin Lesson (12) Film Screening Eastwood Library £1 22

7 – 31 Jul Our Story Interactive Exhibition Exhibition Nottinghamshire Archives FREE 21

8 Jul Songs & Scones Live Music Hucknall Library £3 25

11 Jul Ben Robinson - Trillion Dollar Conman Author Event West Bridgford Library £3 14

11 Jul – 6 Sep OFFBEAT Exhibition Beeston Library FREE 5

13 – 18 Jul The Magical Major Oak: Down in the Pond ✱ Under 5s Various Inspire Libraries £2 9

15 Jul Mind & Movement Workshop Hucknall Library FREE 25

17 Jul Connect & Create Art Workshop Retford Library £3 25

18 Jul Balloon Powered Lancaster Bombers Family Art Workshop Arnold Library FREE 27

18 Jul T.M. Logan Author Event Mansfield Central Library £3 15

22 Jul Sister Act (PG) Film Screening Mansfield Central Library £1 22

24 Jul Connect & Create Art Workshop Hucknall Library £3 25

24 Jul Mind & Movement Workshop Retford Library FREE 25

25 Jul – 7 Aug Our Story Interactive Exhibition Exhibition Retford Library FREE 21

28 Jul Big Box Bonanza Children's  
Author Event 

Mansfield Central and  
Sutton-in-Ashfield Libraries 

£3▼ 7

✱ See page event listing for full dates and times. ▼ Free for accompanying adults.

www.inspireculture.org.uk


SCAN 
TO FIND 
OUT MORE!

Join the library – it’s free! 

Listen to the 
Love Reading podcast. 

Read in a social group, 
like Inspire Online Book Club. 

Try a new format – 
eReading or eAudio.

Subscribe to the 
Love Reading newsletter. 

Vote in Inspire’s Book Awards.

Delivered by

With thousands of titles available at your fingertips,
if you’re into it, read into it at Nottinghamshire Libraries.

Visit: inspireculture.org.uk/NYR2026

Get involved in  
the National Year 
of Reading 2026.

www.inspireculture.org.uk/NYR2026
www.inspireculture.org.uk/NYR2026



