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






 




 
 

 


  
 

 



 

 





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
 
  
  



 
 
 

 



 




  


 
  


 
   







   
   

 


  




















 




  
 
 





  
  







 













 
 







 
 
  
 
 
 


 
 







 






 

  
 


















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S












 
   
   
  



     
 


  


 






 



  











 


  










 





 

 

 
















 
 



 
 
 
  
 









 
 
 
 

















 



 

 


 
 


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Join poet Simon Mole and musician Gecko for a

family show full of poems, raps and songs all about

your favourite bugs (and some you haven’t heard 

of yet!). 

A fun and interactive invitation to explore the secret

world beneath our feet. As well as being brilliantly

beautiful, delightfully disgusting and wonderfully

weird, the show is an inspirational call to action 

to appreciate the smaller creatures in our world. 

Expect Minibeasts and Massive Beats. Every tune is

an earworm – even the ones about woodlice! 

The Great Big Bug Show is inspired by A First Book

of Bugs, written by Simon Mole illustrated by Adam

Ming and published by Walker Books. 

About Simon 

Simon Mole is an acclaimed children’s poet 

who has shared stages with Michael Rosen, Kae

Tempest and John Hegley. He is a National Poetry

Day ambassador, with over ten years of experience

using poetry with children and families. Former

poet in residence for the National Literacy Trust,

Simon works in schools and libraries across the

country and overseas. simonmole.com 

About Gecko 

Gecko is a singer, storyteller and musician. His 

playful lyrics cover the big things in life; think

iPhones, libraries and Guanabana fruit juice to

name but a few. Gecko’s previous appearances 

include Glastonbury, Latitude, Bestival, BBC 

Scotland, BBC London and the Edinburgh Festival

Fringe. He has toured the UK, Europe & New

Zealand. geckoofficial.com

CHILDREN & FAMILIES PERFORMANCE 

THE GREAT BIG 
BUG SHOW! 
10.30am, Saturday 26 September  

WEST BRIDGFORD LIBRARY  

2.30pm, Saturday 26 September 

BEESTON LIBRARY 

£3 | Booking advised  

For children aged 4 – 11 and their grown-ups 
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










 










 
 

 

  

 

 

 



 
 
  
 
 
 

  















 





 
 
 

 









 



  
  
  





 
 




 

 
 


 




 



 





 
  
 





 
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 
 
  
 

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      
      

       
    
   

    
     
     

      


 
 
  
 


















 
 A

 






 
  

 
 
 

 



 





  



 











 




 

 


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pErformAncE

fivE lEAvEs  
nEW poEtry: 
thE first  
thrEE yEArs 
6:30pm, monday 28 september 
WEst bridgford librAry 
£4 | booking advised 
for adults 
(under 18s to be accompanied by an adult)

Since 2023 independent publisher Five Leaves has been showcasing

the best of our region’s poetry in an ongoing series of pamphlets. 

This year Five Leaves received their first award mention – with Tara

Singh’s Fragments longlisted for the Jhalak Poetry Prize.  

In this event we’ll be hearing from most of the Five Leaves New

Poets, with a combination of published and new material. We’ll be

paying tribute to Tony Challis (Rainbow Candles), who recently

passed away, and featuring our newest New Poet, Diana Bosworth,

who has written about travel and food in Restless. 

inspirEculturE.org.uK/poEtryfEstivAl
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pErformAncE

lEAnnE modEn  
AT THE rEtford librAry 
poEtry cAfé
2pm, monday 28 september 
rEtford librAry 
£3 (refreshments included!) | booking advised 
for adults | Ages 16+

A welcoming afternoon in good company awaits at Retford Library’s Poetry

Café, where guest poet Leanne Moden will celebrate her new collection,

Ophelia of the Bathtub, published by Big White Shed, with readings inspired

by nature, myth and folklore. Enjoy refreshments, hear Leanne read from

her work and, if you’d like, bring along a favourite poem to share. 
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About leanne moden 
Leanne Moden is a poet,

theatre maker and educator,

based in Nottingham. She’s

performed across the UK

and Europe, including gigs at

WOMAD Festival, Sofar

Sounds, and Bestival on the

Isle of Wight. She was a

semi-finalist at the BBC 

Edinburgh Fringe Slam in

2018, and  is currently artist

in residence at the National

Civil War Centre in Newark.

leannemoden.com 
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












 



 
   
 
 
  

  

  
  
   



 

 






 


 


  
 

 

 





 
  

  
  




 
 


















 


  
 

 



 












  
 
  
 


  
 
 



    

 

















 




 
 












R 
  






 

 


 
   
  

 


 

 

 




















 











 
 


  

  













 



  

 




 

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






 






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
 











 





 




























 












 




 




























 

















 
















 






 

 

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